History of the United States to 1865
HIST 127, Spring 2015
Mon. & Wed. 12:20-1:10, Haynes Art 121 (plus Thurs./Fri. recitations)
Professor: Kathleen DuVal
E-mail address: duval@unc.edu

Office: Hamilton Hall, #466
Office hours: Wed. 1:30-3:30 and by appt.

Teaching Assistants (TAs): Brooke Bauer (bmbauer@email.unc.edu), Jeffrey Harris
(hjeffrey@live.unc.edu), Aubrey Lauersdorf (alauersdorf@unc.edu), Garrett Wright
(gwwright@live.unc.edu)
Purpose of the Course
In this course, we will examine the new world that Native Americans, West Africans, and
Europeans created in North America. We will consider: Why did Africans and Europeans come
to the Americas? What did these three different peoples think of one another, and how did those
opinions affect their relations? How and when did Europeans establish power over the other two
groups, and what did they do with that power? In what ways did the men and women within the
three groups differ? Why did British colonists separate from Britain, and how did that action
affect power dynamics on the continent? What kind of nation did the rebels form? Whom did
they include, and whom did they leave out? Why did the United States expand in the nineteenth
century and at whose expense? Why did the nation break apart? How would choices made before
1865 affect the future? Are we still dealing with their effects today?
About Your Professor
Kathleen DuVal is a historian of early America who specializes in the history of interactions
among American Indians, Europeans, and Africans. Professor DuVal is the author of The Native
Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent (2006) and co-editor of Interpreting
a Continent: Voices from Colonial America (2009). Her latest book, Independence Lost: Lives on
the Edge of the American Revolution, will be published in July.
Readings
All books are available at Student Stores and on reserve in the Undergraduate Library.
The Class Schedule (later in this syllabus) lists reading assignments for each week.
You must complete the required reading assignment by the time of your recitation
(on Thursday or Friday). Optional reading assignments supplement the lectures.
Required Books:
Kathleen DuVal & John DuVal, Interpreting a Continent: Voices from Early America (2009)
Seth Rockman, Welfare Reform in the Early Republic: A Brief History with Documents (2003;
2014)
William L. Barney, The Making of a Confederate: Walter Lenoir’s Civil War (2007)
Optional Textbook: Goldfield, Barney, et al., American Journey, vol. 1 (any edition)
The syllabus lists relevant chapters each week from this textbook, but other good college
textbooks are equally useful references. See Sakai for a list of approved textbooks.

Assignments
In-class Participation: Every student must register for a Thursday or Friday recitation section. If
you find that you have difficulty speaking in class, please see your TA or me to discuss how you
can participate more fully. Your attendance in recitation will count for 10% of your final grade,
and your participation there will count for 15% of your final grade.
Paragraphs: For some weeks, the syllabus lists a Paragraph Question. If it is your group’s turn
(assigned in recitation), submit an answer of 150 to 200 words (approx. 1/2 page). Type and
double-space your answer. Include examples from the readings, explain how they support your
answer, and cite any sources with footnotes. The paragraph is due in recitation. We will not
accept late, un-typed, or inordinately short or long paragraphs. There will be a rewrite
assignment for the first one. These six paragraphs will count for 15% of your final grade.
Midterm: This exam will consist of three parts. In the first part, you will identify (explain
who/what, when, where, and the historical significance) two terms from lecture that I have noted
as term identifications. In the second part, you will identify two quotations or images that the
lecture class or recitations have discussed (listed on Sakai as primary source identifications). In
the third part, you will answer one essay on a major theme that was covered in lecture. Your
writing for the midterm will total approximately the equivalent of three typewritten pages (you
will write in a blue book). The midterm will count for 15% of your final grade.
Paper: Drawing on the primary sources in Welfare Reform in the Early Republic (WRER),
answer the following question: Did the poor and those who were not poor identify fundamentally
different reasons for the causes of poverty? In a well-written paper of 1,500 to 2,000 words
(about 5 double-spaced pages), support and explain your argument using (and citing) evidence.
 The paper must use at least four of the primary sources from WRER.
 The paper may draw on WRER’s introduction (pp. 1-29), one of the course’s approved
textbooks), and class lectures for factual material but not for analysis (secondary sources).
 Submit your graded introductory paragraph along with your final paper.
Late Policy: Submit your paper to your TA at the beginning of lecture on the day it is due. We
will subtract a third of a letter grade from a paper turned in later that day and another third of a
letter grade every day it is late thereafter. If you have an emergency and need an extension,
contact your TA before the paper is due and provide documentation. Your TA will grant an
extension only in the case of a serious emergency and prompt notification. The paper will count
for 25% of your final grade.
Final Exam: The final exam will last for two hours and have four parts: term identifications,
primary source identifications, a cumulative essay question, and an essay question on Making of
a Confederate. Your writing for the final will total approximately the equivalent of four
typewritten pages (you will write in a blue book). The final exam will count for 20% of your
final grade.
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Class Schedule
Week 1—Introduction
Wed., Jan. 7
Lecture: Introduction to History 127
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation

Week 2—Three Worlds
Mon., Jan. 12
Lecture: Worlds Apart
Wed., Jan. 14
Lecture: First Encounters
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading:
Interpreting a Continent:
pp. 18-23 (& p. 12 if you read Spanish), Christopher Columbus to Luis de Santángel, 1493
pp. 31-37, Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca’s Shipwreck off the Texas Coast, 1528-1536
pp. 65-66, Image: Rock Painting, Pecos River Valley, Texas, 1500s
pp. 67-68 (& p. 52 if you read French), Montagnais Indians on Their First Encounter with the
French, early 1500s
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 1
Paragraph Question (Group 1) (bring to recitation): Choose the Columbus or Cabeza de Vaca
account. What was the author’s impression of the people he met in the Americas? State your
argument in your topic sentence. Through the rest of the paragraph support your argument, using
(and citing) examples and quotations from the text.

Week 3—Early Colonial Attempts
Mon., Jan. 19
No class—Martin Luther King Day
Wed., Jan. 21
Lecture: Early Colonial Attempts: French & Spanish
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading:
Interpreting a Continent:
pp. 87-93, Great Law of the Iroquois League, c. 1300s (recorded late 1800s)
pp. 94-96 (& p. 86 if you read French), Samuel de Champlain on Founding Quebec, 1608
pp. 97-100, John Winthrop on Founding New England, 1630
pp. 101-105, Laws for the Province of Pennsylvania, 1682
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Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 2
Paragraph Question (Group 2) (bring to recitation): Choose two of the following colonies: New
France (Champlain), New England (Winthrop), or Pennsylvania. Using the relevant documents,
compare the purposes of the two colonies you have chosen. State your comparison in your topic
sentence. Through the rest of the paragraph explain your point, using (and citing) at least one
example or quotation from each of the two texts.

Week 4—Colonial Societies and Cultures
Mon., Jan. 26
Lecture: Early Colonial Attempts: English & Dutch
Wed., Jan. 28
Lecture: Slavery, An American Paradox?
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading:
Interpreting a Continent: pp. 199-205, Deodat Lawson Describes Events at Salem, 1692
Examination of Sarah Good (on Sakai)
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 3
Paragraph Question (Group 3) (bring to recitation): By the end of his visit, was Deodat Lawson
persuaded that the devil was at work in Salem? State your answer in your topic sentence.
Throughout the rest of the paragraph, explain your point, using (and citing) at least two examples
or quotations from Lawson’s text.
Rewrite due for Group 1.

Week 5—North America by 1750
Mon., Feb. 2
Lecture: North America by 1750, Colonies
Wed., Feb. 4
Lecture: North America by 1750, Native Ground
**NO RECITATIONS THIS WEEK—come to Haynes Art 121 at 12:20 Fri.
to see the film A Midwife’s Tale**
Rewrite due for Group 2.
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 4
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Week 6—Imperial Crisis
Mon., Feb. 9
Lecture: Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War)
Wed., Feb. 11
Lecture: Road to Revolution
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation

Required Reading:
Interpreting a Continent:
pp. 79-83, Pontiac’s Speech to an Ottawa, Potawatomi, and Huron Audience, 1763
pp. 216-227, Susannah Johnson Recalls Her Captivity, 1754-1757
pp. 271-277, George Washington Recalls His Defeats at Fort Duquesne, 1754-1755
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 5
Paragraph Question (All Groups): What essay question would you ask on the midterm? Briefly,
how would you answer it? (Your TA will not grade these, but you will get credit for bringing
them, and they will serve as a basis for discussion.)
Rewrite due for Group 3.

Week 7—The Colonists Are Revolting
Mon., Feb. 16
Lecture: Independence
Wed., Feb. 18
**MIDTERM**
**NO RECITATIONS THIS WEEK**
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 6

Philadelphia City Directory, 1796
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Week 8—The Early United States
Mon., Feb. 23
Lecture: A New Republic
Wed., Feb. 25
Lecture: Revolution of 1800
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading (all on Sakai):
The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, 1778
The Constitution of the United States, 1787
Mercy Otis Warren, Observations on the New Constitution (excerpt), 1788
The First Ten Amendments (“The Bill of Rights”), 1791
Optional Reading: American Journey, chs. 7 & 8
Paragraph Question (All Groups): Choose and explain one major reason why a person in 1787
might have supported or opposed the Constitution.

Week 9—Political and Economic Change
Mon., March 2
Lecture: Empire of Liberty?
Wed., March 4
Lecture: The Market Revolution
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading:
Welfare Reform in the Early Republic:
Introduction, pp. 1-29 (secondary source)
The New York Society for the Prevention of Pauperism, 1818, pp. 49-56
Joseph Tuckerman, Of Intellectually and Morally Neglected Children, pp. 63-66
The Friendly Society of St. Thomas’s African Church, 1797, pp. 67-69
The Providence Female Society, 1801, pp. 69-72
Letter to Graduates of the House of Refuge, 1829, pp. 91-94
Subjects of the New York Colored Orphan Asylum, 1837-1838, pp. 95-97
Rules and Regulations of the Salem Almshouse, 1816, pp. 102-105
Petition of New Jersey Working Widows to the U.S. Senate, 1816, pp. 131-132
The Working People of New Castle County, Delaware, 1829, pp. 133-136
Thomas Skidmore, Rights of Man to Property, 1829, pp. 136-138
Frances Wright, Lecture on Existing Evils and Their Remedy, 1829, pp. 139-145
The Manayunk Working People’s Committee, 1833, pp. 157-160
Philadelphia National Laborer, On Wage Slavery, 1836, pp. 161-164
Optional Reading: American Journey, chs. 9 & 11 (ch. 12 in the brief ed.)
**INSTEAD OF ANSWERING A PARAGRAPH QUESTION, FILL OUT WORKSHEET ON
SAKAI TO BRING TO RECITATION**

March 9-13

SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS
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Week 10—The Age of Jackson
Mon., March 16
Lecture: Women and the Market Revolution
**PARAGRAPH DUE IN LECTURE MONDAY**
Wed., March 18
Lecture: The Case For and Against Andrew Jackson
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Paragraph Question (All Groups): Write the introductory paragraph for your paper.
**Note: This week, the paragraph is due at the beginning of lecture Monday**

Week 11—Nineteenth-Century Slavery
Mon., March 23
Lecture: Nineteenth-Century Slavery
Wed., March 25
Lecture: Life in the Slave Quarters
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation
Required Reading (both on Sakai):
Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861), excerpts
Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave (1853), excerpts
Optional Reading: American Journey, chs. 10 & 13 (chs. 10 & 11 in the brief ed.)

Week 12—The Antebellum Era
Mon., March 30
Lecture: Antebellum Change & Reform
Wed., April 1
Lecture: The Antebellum West
**PAPER DUE BEGINNING OF CLASS**
(Re-submit your graded introductory paragraph with your paper.)
**NO RECITATIONS THIS WEEK—UNC holiday**
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 14 (ch. 12 in the brief ed.)

Week 13—The Impending Crisis
Mon., April 6
Lecture: Sectional Divisions
Wed., April 8
Film: Amistad
**NO RECITATIONS THIS WEEK—come to Haynes Art 121 at 12:20 Fri. to finish Amistad**
Required Reading:
Making of a Confederate, first half
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 12 (ch. 13 in the brief ed.)
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Week 14—Civil War
Mon., April 13
Lecture: The Union Divides Bitter Issues of the 1850s
Wed., April 15
Lecture: Civil War A House Divided
Thurs. or Fri.
Recitation (Jeffrey Harris’s recitations will not meet this week; his
students should email him their paragraphs)
Required Reading:
Making of a Confederate, second half
Optional Reading: American Journey, chs. 15 & 16 (ch. 14 in the brief ed.)
Paragraph Question (All Groups): If you were writing the final, what question would you ask
about Making of a Confederate, and, briefly, how would you answer it?

Week 15—Conclusions
Mon., April 20
Lecture: Civil War, 1861-1865
Wed., April 22
Lecture: Conclusions
**Jeffrey Harris’s recitations will meet this week, but others will not; all TAs will hold extra
office hours this week**
Optional Reading: American Journey, ch. 17 (ch. 15 in the brief ed.)

**FINAL EXAM MONDAY, APRIL 27, 12 PM to 2 PM, Haynes Art 121**
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Grading Scale
93+ A
90-92 A87-89 B+
83-86 B
80-82 B77-79 C+
73-76 C
70-72 C67-69 D+
63-66 D
60-62 D0-59 F

On every assignment that you turn in, please write the following and sign:
On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this assignment.

Honor Code
From The Instrument of Student Judicial Governance,
Section IIB. Academic Dishonesty
It shall be the responsibility of every student enrolled at the University of North Carolina to
support the principles of academic integrity and to refrain from all forms of academic dishonesty,
including, but not limited to, the following:
1. Plagiarism in the form of deliberate or reckless representation of another’s words, thoughts,
or ideas as one’s own without attribution in connection with submission of academic work,
whether graded or otherwise.
2. Falsification, fabrication, or misrepresentation of data, other information, or citations in
connection with an academic assignment, whether graded or otherwise.
3. Unauthorized assistance or unauthorized collaboration in connection with academic work,
whether graded or otherwise.
4. Cheating on examinations or other academic assignments, whether graded or otherwise,
including but not limited to the following: a. Using unauthorized materials and methods (notes,
books, electronic information, telephonic or other forms of electronic communication, or other
sources or methods); b. Violating or subverting requirements governing administration of
examinations or other academic assignments; c. Compromising the security of examinations or
academic assignments; d. Representing another’s work as one’s own; or e. Engaging in other
actions that compromise the integrity of the grading or evaluation process.
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5. Deliberately furnishing false information to members of the University community in
connection with their efforts to prevent, investigate, or enforce University requirements
regarding academic dishonesty.
6. Forging, falsifying, or misusing University documents, records, identification cards,
computers, or other resources so as to violate requirements regarding academic dishonesty.
7. Violating other University policies that are designed to assure that academic work conforms
to requirements relating to academic integrity.
8. Assisting or aiding another to engage in acts of academic dishonesty prohibited by Section
II. B.

Some Tips for Reading Primary Documents
Primary sources are the raw documentary materials—written during the periods under study—
that are used by professional historians in their efforts to know and understand the past.
Primary Sources: Primary sources were written at the time under study, usually by people
directly involved. Primary sources include letters, diaries, newspapers, memoirs, laws, court
cases, and images made at the time.
Secondary Sources: Secondary sources are books and articles written well after the time in
question, including works of history, textbooks, and the editors’ introductions and other
commentary in printed volumes of primary sources.
Reading primary sources requires close, careful, and active reading. Here are some questions to
keep in mind:
- Who was the author and what were the author’s purposes in writing this document?
- Why did the author write the document in the form it is in?
- What was the historical context within which the author wrote this document?
- What basic assumptions—religious, social, political, ethnic, racial, gendered, sexual, national,
etc.—did the author operate under?
Three broad questions may help you to read these assignments actively rather than passively and
prepare to write about them:
1. What strikes you? What aspects of the reading particularly command your attention and for
what reason?
2. What surprises or puzzles you? What aspects of the reading challenge or overturn whatever
initial expectations you brought to the document?
3. What patterns do you see? What fundamental concerns or values run through the reading?
What keywords does the author repeat?
Don’t forget: you’ll often understand a primary source better on the second reading, so try to
take the time to read it twice.
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Guidelines for the Paragraphs and the Paper
Type and proofread paragraphs and papers. Use one-inch margins and a 12-point font size.
Please save paper: do not include a cover sheet and do print double-sided. For the paper, number
the pages, staple them together, and write a title that reflects the subject and your argument.
The paper must have an argument; it is not a thought-piece. State the argument in the
introduction, support it with every body paragraph (and each topic sentence), and wrap it up in
the conclusion. Papers must be your own work.
Introduce and explain each quotation you use to support your argument. Two short quotations
are often more convincing than one long one. Do not over-quote. Make sure you know what you
are quoting. For example, Interpreting a Continent includes both the editors’ writing (secondary
source) and primary sources. Make sure that you clarify which is which. Use footnotes to cite all
evidence that you use, whether you are quoting directly or not.
We have high standards for out-of-class writing. We will grade careless errors and similar
mistakes strictly. Please come to see us or use the Writing Center if you need writing help.

Common Writing Mistakes
1) The passive voice weakens prose and obscures meaning; avoid it. In passive sentences, a
helping verb precedes a past participle form of an action verb. The subject is at the end of the
sentence or missing altogether. “This letter was written by Abigail Adams in 1776.” is in the
passive voice. “Abigail Adams wrote this letter in 1776.” is a stronger, clearer sentence.
2) Always use past tense in a history paper.
3) Write out contractions. For example, write “could not” rather than “couldn’t.”
4) Be sure to use commas correctly. When a conjunction (and, or, but, so) links two clauses with
their own subjects, use a comma: “Abigail Adams urged her husband to ‘remember the ladies,’
but he made fun of her.” If there is no subject following the verb, the sentence does not need a
comma: “John Adams read his wife’s comments but did not take them seriously.” A comma is
not strong enough to separate two independent clauses without a conjunction; use a semicolon or
separate the sentence in two: “John Adams could vote; Abigail Adams could not.”
5) If one thing changed another, it “affected” it (verb). The change itself is the “effect” (noun).
6) Use “that” with restrictive clauses and “which” with nonrestrictive clauses. “The letter that
Abigail Adams wrote in 1776 became famous.” or “The letter , which Abigail Adams wrote in
1776, became famous.”
7) Use a hyphen when you use somethingth -century as an adjective but not when it is a noun.
“Eighteenth-century people lived in the eighteenth century.”
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Academic Resources
Accessibility Resources & Service: “AR&S provides reasonable accommodations, so students
with disabilities who are otherwise qualified may, as independently as possible meet the
demands of University life.” Includes eligibility guidelines and information for how to get
started, as well as resources for students with disabilities (including alternative testing options,
note-taking requests, and frequently asked questions).
Website: http://accessibility.unc.edu
Location: SASB North, Suite 2126
Phone: 919-962-8300 Email: accessibility@unc.edu
Academic Advising: “The mission of the Academic Advising Program in the College of Arts
and Sciences is to partner with students to create meaningful educational plans that are
compatible with their career and life goals.” For setting up appointments with advisers to discuss
matters ranging from course planning to academic difficulty to graduation review.
Website: http://advising.unc.edu/
Location: Steele Building
Phone: 919-966-5116
The Center for Student Academic Counseling: “The Center for Student Academic Counseling
offers academic counseling and personal support for all UNC students. Historically, CSAC's
primary objective has been to sponsor programs and activities that promote academic excellence,
increase retention, and improve the campus climate for diversity among minority students in
general and Native American and African American undergraduates in particular.”
Website: http://cssac.unc.edu/programs/student-academic-counseling
Location: SASB North, Room 2203
Phone: 919-966-2143
The Learning Center: “Helps students learn more efficiently and perform better in their course
work. Services include Academic Counseling; Reading Program; Tutoring in Math and Sciences;
Drop-in Peer Tutoring; Test Prep for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, MCAT; Workshops; and Success
Programs for students with LD/ADHD.”
Website: http://learningcenter.unc.edu
Location: SASB North, lower level, Room 0118
Phone: 919-962-3782 Email: learning_center@unc.edu
University Career Services: “UCS serves underclassmen, seniors, graduate students and
alumni. Services include individual career advising; internship and employment search
assistance; workshops on job-seeking skills; resume mailing service to employers; on-campus
interviewing; graduate school preparation assistance; and online internship and job listings and
occupational and employer information.”
Website: http://careers.unc.edu
Location: Hanes Hall, Room 219
Phone: 919-962-6507 Email: ucs@unc.edu
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The Writing Center: “The Writing Center is an instructional service that provides writing
assistance for students, faculty, and staff. We offer both face-to-face and online consultations, as
well as a collection of online resources for writers and educators.”
Website: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/ - make appointments online
Location: SASB North, lower level, Room 0127 (main location) and Greenlaw Hall,
Room 221
(satellite space)
Phone: 919-962-7710 Email: writing_center@unc.edu

Wellness Resources
Carolina Women’s Center: “The Carolina Women’s Center’s mission is to create an inclusive
education and work environment where gender is not a barrier to success, difference and
diversity are celebrated, and everyone is safe to live, learn, teach, and work without threat of
harm or unequal treatment.” The CWC offers monthly programming (speakers, screenings,
discussions, and performances), ongoing trainings/workshops (notably HAVEN training, to
increase support for student survivors of sexual violence), and general resources.
Website: http://womenscenter.unc.edu/
Location: Stone Center, Suite 101
Phone: 919-962-8305 Email: cwc@unc.edu
Counseling and Psychological Services: Providing individual, couples, and group therapy as
well as other resources and programs to promote academic and personal wellness for students.
Offers information on how to get started and the philosophy behind the programs. Note: first
time visits are walk-in only, no appointment necessary.
Website: http://campushealth.unc.edu/caps
Location: Campus Health Services (James A. Taylor Building), 3rd Floor
Phone: 919-966-3658
Diversity and Multicultural Affairs: “Diversity and Multicultural Affairs is an office in the
Office of the Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost and serves as the diversity arm of the
University. DMA is led by the Vice Provost & Chief Diversity Officer and has the responsibility
of providing university-wide leadership in building and sustaining an inclusive campus
community that values and respects all members of the university community and beyond.”
Website: http://diversity.unc.edu
Location: South Building, Ground Floor
Phone: 919-962-6962
LGBTQ Center: The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) Center works
to foster a welcoming and inclusive environment for UNC-Chapel Hill community members of
all sexual orientations, gender identities and gender expressions. We address this mission by
allocating our resources across three broad areas: 1) Educational programs; 2) Direct services
and resources; 3) Advocacy.”
Website: http://lgbtq.unc.edu
Location: SASB North, Suite 3226
Phone: 919-843-5376 Email: lgbtq@unc.edu
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