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Germany’s 1968: A Cultural Revolution

Workshop Overview

Four decades later, the personal memories of Germany’s 
student  movement have faded from view and media and po-
litical myth making have shaped the popular understanding of 
these student revolts from the late sixties. Although the actual 
events continue to shape the consciousness of the revolts’ vet-
erans, the brief epoch’s iconic status in the public sphere has 
ballooned and become distorted. The result of amnesia and 
over-representation, “sixty-eight” has assumed today contra-
dictory meanings: either the onset of disorder or overdue  
liberalization. This workshop undertakes a critical reappraisal 
of the causes, the course and consequences of the events and 
ideas commonly associated with the symbolic date of 1968 in 
the two Germanies. Drawing on the work of cultural schol-
ars, political scientists and historians, it will examine the mo-
tives that fueled this generational rebellion. It will analyze new 
forms of political confrontation which activists developed. And 
it will explore the impact of shifts in culture that propelled and 
grew out of these protests.

Germany’s 1968: 
A Cultural Revolution?

April 11 - 12, 2008

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Institute for the Arts & Humanities, Hyde Hall
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     • University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
            Institute of the Arts & Humanities
            Department of History
            Center for Europen Studies
            The Graduate School
            Dean of Arts & Sciences
            Department of Germanic Languages & Literature
                     (Guy B. Johnson Fund)
     • Duke University:
            Vice Provost for International Affairs
            Department of Germanic Languages & Literature
            Department of History

REGISTRATION
Please download & submit registration form by 

APRIL 1, 2008
www.german.duke.edu/ncgermanstudies

REGISTRATION FEE: 

Faculty: $30.00, Graduate Students: $15
(including one lunch, one dinner and coffee breaks)

Please send a check together with the registration form to:

Richard Langston
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dept. of Germanic Languages & Literatures
430 Dey Hall, CB# 3160
Chapel Hill, NC 27599
Fax: 919-962-3708


