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GREETINGS FROM THE C HAIR  

The intellectual community of a dynamic History Department might be compared to one of those famous intellectual salons in 

eighteenth-century Paris:  There is a core of regular members who are present throughout the year, there are interesting visitors 

who stop by to share a manuscript or a conversation, there are travelers who stay in contact from distant places (or archives) by 

correspondence, there are opportunities to share food or drink, and there are frequent intergenerational exchanges of ideas, 

experiences, and transnational perspectives.  Although I would not want to compare the chairôs role in a modern University 

department to the work of influential salonnières who hosted Parisian salons, I can say that the chair of the UNC History 

Department enjoys the salonni¯reôs pleasure of participating in all kinds of conversations or activities and learning from the many 

talented colleagues who create a diverse and constantly evolving academic community. 

     This past year has been filled with the various scholarly, pedagogical, and social events that make the UNC History 

Department such an engaging place to work and study.  As usual, we taught well over 8,000 students in our classes and celebrated 

a memorable Commencement Day recognition for our graduating majors.  We also hosted distinguished visiting speakers, 

continued our program of faculty and graduate student research colloquia, and published a wide range of new scholarship--

including ten books and more than 75 articles, book chapters, and essays.   Our faculty also published nine edited books, 

presented scores of papers at scholarly conferences, and served on the editorial boards of more than twenty scholarly journals.    

These numerical summaries take on their true meaning from the fact that each publication or scholarly activity represents the 

creativity of faculty members who are deeply committed to the rigorous intellectual standards that have long made UNC-Chapel 

Hill a leading center for historical studies.   

     We seek to build upon that academic tradition as we move in new directions.  In the past year, for example, the Department 

established a new PhD program in Asian history, re-established its outreach program for high school history teachers (the Project 

for Historical Education), created an attractive and informative new web site, extended its intellectual exchanges with Kingôs 

College in London through a successful conference and faculty colloquium, and co-sponsored another notable public lecture on 

African American History.  This yearôs speaker in that lecture series was Dr. Lonnie Bunch (Director of the National Museum of 

African American History and Culture in Washington D.C.), and the event included a special presentation to Professor John Hope 

Franklin, whom we honored on the 60
th
 anniversary of the publication of his classic book, From Slavery to Freedom, A History of 

African Americans. 

     Our department also continues to welcome outstanding new faculty colleagues to teach the rising generation of Carolina 

students.  Professor Michelle King  has arrived in Chapel Hill after completing her PhD at the University of California, Berkeley 

(2007) in the field of Chinese History with a dissertation on ñInfanticide as an Object of Knowledge in late Nineteenth Century 

China.ò      She will be teaching courses on Asian History and contributing to the new graduate program in this area. 

 

CAROLINA ALUMNI RECEPTION  
 

Please join us for an Alumni Reception at the annual meeting of the Southern Historical Association in Richmond, Virginia.  This 

year we are co-sponsoring the event with the Duke History Department on Friday, November 2, 2007, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in 

the Madison Room, Lower Level at the Richmond Marriott Hotel.  We look forward to seeing you there.  We will also co-sponsor 

a UNC-CH and Duke Reception at the AHA meeting in Washington, D.C.  More information on the AHA event will be available 

later in the fall. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR , CONT. 

 
     Our other new colleague is Professor Fred Naiden, who has come to the Department after teaching 

ancient history and classics at Tulane University.  He received his PhD at Harvard (2000), and his 

publications already include an important recent book, Ancient Supplication (Oxford University Press, 

2006).  He will be teaching courses on the ancient world and contributing to our graduate program in 

ancient history.  

 The arrival of these new colleagues coincides with the retirements of four highly-valued faculty 

members whose combined service in the UNC History Department amounts to roughly 160 years of 

distinguished teaching and research!  The Department hosted a special celebration in May to honor the 

long service of Willis Brooks (Russian History), Peter Filene (US History), David Griffiths (Russian 

History), and Michael McVaugh (History of Science), all of whom came to UNC in the 1960s and 

taught many generations of Carolina students.  We will miss each of these energetic, talented colleagues 

(there is more information about their remarkable careers in this Newsletter), but they will remain in Chapel Hill, and we expect 

to see them at future Departmental events.   In addition to these retirements, our long-serving, multi-talented colleague in modern 

British History (and former Department Chair), Professor Richard Soloway, has entered a phased retirement, which will reduce 

his teaching schedule and alter his role in other departmental activities. 

 Unfortunately, one of the major figures in the late twentieth-century life of the UNC History Department, George Tindall, 

died in December 2006.  Professor Tindall was honored at a memorial service that included appreciative reflections from several 

of his former students; and he was also remembered in an excellent obituary that UNC alumnus Dan Carter wrote for the AHA 

Perspectives (the piece is republished in this newsletter).  Professor Tindall was an extraordinary mentor for more than thirty PhD 

students and an influential author who helped to shape the modern study of both the American South and the wider history of the 

United States.  His remarkable career continues to affect the historical profession, in part because of his important publications 

and in part because of his many students who went on to outstanding careers after leaving Chapel Hill.   

 Among other transitions, I am pleased to report that Professor Heather Williams has been promoted to the rank of associate 

professor with tenure and has also received one of the UNCôs distinguished Phillip and Ruth Hettleman Prizes for Artistic and 

Scholarly Achievement by Young Faculty.  Our post-doctoral program has changed this year as Adrianne Lentz-Smith left to 

take a position in American History at Duke; but we are pleased that JoAnna Poblete-Cross (post-doctoral fellow in Modern 

American and Transnational Labor History) has returned for a second year. 

 The accomplishments of our faculty and graduate students are described in other sections of this Newsletter, but I want to note 

here that more than thirty graduate students have received competitive international, national, or University-wide grants to 

support their research in the current year.  This record of achievement, along with the impressive pattern of post-UNC 

placements, speaks to the very high quality of students in our graduate program.  Several faculty have also received notable 

research awards for the current academic year, including Bill Ferris  (John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship), Sarah 

Shields (National Endowment for the Humanities), and Heather Williams (National Humanities Center). 

 The Departmentôs administrative leadership team (Associate Chair and Director of Undergraduate Studies, Miles Fletcher, 

and Director of Graduate Studies, Fitz Brun dage) continues to render outstanding service to our students; and the Departmentôs 

Administrative Manager, Nadine Kinsey, was recently honored as the ñManager of the Yearò in the College of Arts and 

Sciences.  Meanwhile, Rhonda Whitfield has again edited this newsletter with her customary efficiency and talent; and Joyce 

Loftin  has joined the Department staff to manage our accounts.  No eighteenth-century salonnière ever depended on a better 

group of people to manage her salon. 

 Finally, it is a pleasure to thank all of the Departmentôs friends and supporters for your continuing relationship with UNC.  

You, too, are part of the ñsalonò in the way that 18
th
-century travelers participated in a salonôs intellectual community by reading 

news of the conversations, carrying the salonôs spirit to distant places, and sending back their tangible or intangible gifts.  The 

names of our donors appear later in this publication, and we very much appreciate the support that comes from each of you. 

 

Lloyd Kramer, Chair 

 

 

               
      Fred Naiden                                Michelle King 
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SOME NEWS OF THE FACULTY  

 

CHRISTOPHER BROWNING  wrote a contribution entitled ñôJew Huntô: The Final Phase of the Final Solution in Poland,ò for 

Deutsche, Juden, Völkermord, a Festschrift in honor of Konrad Kwiet of Maquarie University in Sydney, Australia.  Browning 

was a Fellow at the National Humanities Center this past year, working on his study of the factory slave labor camps in 

Starachowice, Poland, during the Second World War.  He was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 

October 2006.  He participated in roundtable discussions at the annual conference of the German Studies Association and the 

biennial conference of the Holocaust Educational Foundation.  He also lectured at Guilford College, the University of Texas at 

Dallas, the College of Charleston, the University of North Florida, Pacific Lutheran University, the University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro, and Colby College.  Email: cbrownin@email.unc.edu. 

 

FITZ BRUNDAGE is currently planning a conference and editing a collection of essays on African Americans and the creation 

of American mass culture, 1890 to 1930.  The conference will be held in October 2007 at UNC-CH.  His long term research 

project is a book about the events of 1919 in the United States.  His recent book, The Southern Past: A Clash of Race and 

Memory (2005), received the Lilian Smith Award from the Southern Regional Council and the Charles Sydnor Award for 

distinguished book in southern history from the Southern Historical Association.  It was also, a finalist for the John Hope Franklin 

Prize, awarded by the American Studies Association, and the National Council on Public History Book Prize.  Fitz published 

sundry works this past year, including forewords to Thornwell Jacobsôs The Law of the White Circle (University of Georgia 

Press) and to Gregg Cantrell and Elizabeth Hayes Turnerôs Lone Star Pasts: Memory and History in Texas (Texas A&M 

University Press), an essay in Michele K. Gillespie and Randal L. Hallôs Thomas Dixon Jr. and the Birth of Modern 

America,(Louisiana State University Press) and articles in the Journal of Clinical Hypertension 9 (February 2007) and Social 

Alternatives 24 (Winter 2006).  Fitz gave talks and/or participated in panels at Loyola University in New Orleans, the American 

Historical Association annual meeting, the Southern Historical Association annual meeting, the Southern Intellectual History 

Circle annual meeting, the Historic Natchez Conference, the Library of Virginia, the German Historical Institute, the 12
th
 Annual 

Clinicopathological Conference at the University of Maryland Medical School, and the Project for Historical Education Teachersô 

Institute at UNC-CH.  In addition to his duties as Director of Graduate Studies, Fitz served as a member of the Associate 

University Librarian Search Committee at UNC, as the Moderator for the American Historical Associationôs listserv for Directors 

of Graduate Studies, and as a consultant for the Matheson Museum in Gainesville, Florida.  Email: brundage@email.unc.edu. 

 

CHAD BRYANT  saw the publication of book, Prague in Black: Nazi Rule and Czech Nationalism (Harvard University Press), just 

before the end of the spring semester. Much of his research in the previous academic year, however, focused on his new projectða 

history of how Europeans and Americans made sense of new experiences, and fears, associated with the speed of train travel. 

Thanks to a UCIS/Center for Global Initiatives curriculum development grant, he spent much of the summer of 2006 in Brno and 

Prague in the Czech Republic. The early results of this research led to ñSpeed and Danger: The First Train Arrives in Brno, 1839,ò 

a paper that he presented at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies. Another grant 

from the Center from European Studies will allow him to return to the Czech Republic in the summer of 2007. Members of the 

Czechoslovak Studies Association elected him to be an officer-at-large. Back at UNC, Bryant worked with Karen Hagemann to 

organize two conferences for their ñGender, Culture, and Politics in Europe and Beyondò series. ñWork, Family, and Welfare: Past 

and Presentò took place in November and ñGender, Experience, and Memory, 18
th
-20

th
 Centuries: A Transatlantic Graduate 

Workshopò took place in May.  Email: bryantc@email.unc.edu. 

 

MELISSA MERIAM BULLA RD published "Possessing Antiquity: Agency and Sociability in Building Lorenzo de' Medici's 

Gem Collection," in Humanism and Creativity in the Italian Renaissance, eds. C. Celenza and K. Gouwens, Brill,: Leiden and 

Boston, 2006, pp. 85-111.  In January she gave an invited lecture at the Institute for Historical Research at the University of 

London entitled  "Pestering the Pope for Profit. Nofri Tornabuoni, a Weberian Ideal Type?" and a paper at the Renaissance 

Society of America meetings entitled "The Republican Foil in Late Fiifteenth-Century Florentine Diplomacy."  Last summer she 

participated in the institute on American Maritime Culture at the Munson Institute at Mystic, CT as an N.E.H. fellow.  In spring 

semester 2007 Professor Bullard became resident faculty director of the UNC-CH Honors Study Abroad in London located in 

UNCôs new facility Winston House in Bedford Square.  While in London she also received appointment as Senior Visiting 

Research Fellow of King's College, Univ. of London where she continued her research on Atlantic commerce, this time from the 

English side.  Email: mbullard@email.unc.edu. 

 

KATHRYN BURNS  spent the academic year 2006-07 on leave, thanks to an NEH fellowship, drafting chapters of her 

forthcoming book on writing and power in colonial Latin America, tentatively entitled Power in the Archives.  During July 2006 

she did archival research in Spain and Portugal and gave a talk on indigenous Andean notaries, ñExcesses of the Lettered City,ò at 

the Congreso de Americanistas in Sevilla, Spain.  She was invited by University of Texas graduate students in Latin American 

history to present a paper, ñMaking Indigenous Archives,ò and comment on their projects over two days in Austin in November 

2006.  Burns also began serving on the editorial board of the Hispanic American Historical Review.  She can be reached at 

kjburns@email.unc.edu. 

 

 

mailto:cbrownin@email.unc.edu
mailto:brundage@email.unc.edu
mailto:mbullard@email.unc.edu
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JOHN CHASTEEN  delivered a keynote address and visited several classes for the September History Colloquium of Wittenberg 

University, in Springfield, Ohio. He also published an essay on ñSim·n Bol²var: Man and Mythò for an edited volume on Heroes 

and Hero Cults in Latin America, ed. Samuel Brunk and Benjamin Fallaw (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2006).  Email: 

chasten@email.unc.edu. 

 

PETER A. COCLANIS  published a short book entitled Timeôs Arrow, Timeôs Cycle: Globalization in Southeast Asia over la 

Longue Durée (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2006), and the following articles: ñReOrienting Atlantic History: 

The Global Dimensions of the óWesternô Rice Trade,ò in The Atlantic in Global History, 1500-2000, eds. Jorge Cañizares-

Esguerra and Erik R. Seeman (Pearson/Prentice-Hall, 2006);  ñRice,ò in the Encyclopedia of World Trade Since 1450, ed. John J. 

McCusker (Macmillan, 2006);  ñAtlantic World or Atlantic/World?ò William and Mary Quarterly (October 2006); ñTales from 

the Crypt,ò Historical Methods (Fall 2006); ñRice,ò in the South Carolina Encyclopedia, ed. Walter B. Edgar (University of South 

Carolina Press, 2006); ñModel Change: Wal-Mart, General Motors, and the óNew Worldô of Retail Supremacy,ò Labor: Studies in 

Working Class History of the Americas (Spring 2007).  He also wrote three entries for the Encyclopedia of North Carolina 

History, ed. William S. Powell (University of North Carolina Press, 2006), and published two op-ed pieces for the (Raleigh) News 

and Observer, as well as six book reviews in various venues.  He presented eight papers over the course of the academic year, and 

in October 2006 delivered the Averitt Lectures at Georgia Southern University, which will be published in book form in 2008 by 

the University of Georgia Press.  He serves on the editorial boards of the following journals: Agricultural History, Enterprise and 

Society, the Journal of the Historical Society, the Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Reviews in American History, and 

Southern Cultures.  He was elected a trustee of the Business History Conference, is second vice-president of the Southern 

Industrialization Project, and serves on the advisory council for the Lincoln Prize and on the advisory board of the Program in 

Early American Economy and Society at The Library Company in Philadelphia.  He was a member of the Southern Historical 

Associationôs Bennett Wall Prize Committee (2006), is a Distinguished Lecturer for the Organization of American Historians, and 

is a member of the Singapore Ministry of Educationôs Expert Panel, which reviews academic research proposals.   He continues 

serving as UNCôs Associate Provost for International Affairs and in that capacity made numerous international trips during 2006-

2007, most notably to Singapore (three times), China (two times), Denmark, France, Ecuador (including the Galapagos Islands), 

and Cuba.  Email: coclanis@unc.edu  

 

KATHLEEN DUVAL  published an article entitled ñInterconnectedness and Diversity in óFrench Louisianaôò in the second 

edition of Powhatanôs Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast, edited by Peter Wood, Gregory Waselkov, and Thomas Hatley 

and published by the University of Nebraska Press. She traveled to Little Rock to receive the J. G. Ragsdale Book Award in 

Arkansas History from the Arkansas Historical Association for her book The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart 

of the Continent, which was published last year. She received UNCôs Spray-Randleigh fellowship and fellowships from the 

Newberry Library in Chicago, the Filson Historical Society in Louisville, and the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia 

to conduct research on her next book project, a study of the Gulf South in the American Revolution. She presented papers out of 

this new project at the annual meeting of the American Historical Association in Atlanta, the Filson Historical Societyôs 

Borderlands Conference, the Rocky Mountain Seminar in Early American History in Salt Lake City, the Triangle Early American 

History Seminar, the Southern Historians of the Piedmont (SHOPTalk), and UNCôs Conference on Gender, War, and Politics. 

She also discussed teaching on a panel at the annual meeting of the Society for Historians of the Early American Republic 

(SHEAR) in Montreal. On campus, she welcomed first-year students as a Carolina Summer Reading Program discussion leader 

and in talks given to first-year orientation groups, and she recruited potential students as part of the UNC Admissions Officeôs 

Explore Carolina Program. Among her other classes, she very much enjoyed her first time teaching the Honors in History 

seminar, leading a group of senior history majors in writing their honors theses.  Email: duval@email.unc.edu. 

 

BILL FERRIS  was recognized this past fall with the Music on Film Film on Music (MOFFOM) Lifetime Achievement Award at 

the Prague Film Festival.  He also received a Guggenheim Fellowship and an Institute of Arts and Humanities Fellowship for his 

upcoming book entitled Mississippi Blues Roots.  Ferris interviewed civil rights activist and Klan infiltrator Stetson Kennedy in 

Raleigh, and was interviewed by Willy Bearden and Calvin Turley for the Cotton Museum in Memphis, Tennessee.  He lectured 

on the South at the Smithsonian and the Prague Film Festival.  He was asked to write an introduction to the book Nashville 

Portraits, and was active in projects that include the BB King Museum, the forthcoming PBS documentary ñWings Over Jordan,ò 

and a University of North Carolina film on Bill Friday.  He serves on the Advisory Committee of the Appalachian Colleges 

Community Economic Development Partnership.  Publications by Ferris include ñBlues Roots: One Strand, Bottle Blowing, and 

Fife and Drum Music. A Photo Essay,ò LôOceano Dei Suoni: Migrazioni, Musica e Razze Nella Formazione Delle Soceita 

Euroatlantiche, Pierangelo Castagneto, editor (Torino, Italy, 2007), pp. 41-70; ñWalker Evans, 1974,ò Southern Cultures, 

(Summer, 2007), pp. 29-51; and a book review of The Sounds of Slavery: Discovering African American History Through Songs, 

Sermons, and Speech by Shane White and Graham White in Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 115, No. 1, pp. 

125-127.Email: wferris@unc.edu. 

 

PETER FILENE  delivered a paper, ñReframing the Survey Course,ò at the Organization of American Historians. He served as a 

consultant to the College Board, evaluating introductory college history courses in order to devise models for high school teachers 

of Advanced Placement courses. He also facilitated a conference at Winston Salem State University on ñRejuvenating Faculty.ò 

Closer to home, he gave the keynote address, "Personally Authentic," for  Wilson Library's Manuscript Division's exhibit on 

mailto:wferris@unc.edu
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student protest in 1960s Chapel Hill. He was elected to be a Fellow of the Society of American Historians. After forty gratifying 

years at Carolina, he retired and looks forward to being engaged with writing, photography, his lively family of children and 

grandchildren, and a long-fantasized visit to Prague. E-mail: filene@email.unc.edu. 

 

MILES FLETCHER  during the past year Miles Fletcher published an essay, ñThe Fifteen-Year War,ò in William Tsutsui, ed., A 

Companion to Japanese History (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2007).  He also presented a paper, ññCulture and the 

Development of Modern Japanese Business: General Issues and the Case of the Japanese Cotton Spinning Industry,ò at the 

Southern Japan Seminar in April.  He also continued to serve as the Associate Chair and Director of Undergraduate Studies for 

the History Department.  Email: wmfletch@email.unc.edu.   

 

KAREN HAGEMANN, published together with Michael Epkenhans and Stig Förster, Militäri sche Erinnerungskultur. Soldaten 

im Spiegel von Biographien, Memoiren and Selbstzeugnissen (Paderborn: Schöningh, 2006), which focuses on military and war in 

autobiographical documents of soldiers and officers. She guest edited with Sonya Michel a special issue on "Child Care in 

Transition: Eastern and Western Europe in Comparisonò of the Social Politics 13 (Summer 2006), no. 2; with María Teresa 

Fernández-Aceves, the ñHistory Practice Section on "Gendering Trans/National Historiographies: Similarities and Differences in 

Comparison" of the Journal of Women's History 18 (2007), no. 1; and with Katherine Aaslestad a special issue on ñNew 

Perspectives on the Period of the Anti-Napoleonic Wars, 1806-1815ò of Central European History 39 (Dec. 2006), no. 4. 

Moreover, her article " Gendered Images of the German Nation: The Romantic Painter Friedrich Kersting and the Patriotic-

National Discourse during the Wars of Liberation," was published in Nation and Nationalism 12 (2006), no. 4, pp. 653-679, and 

papers for European History Quarterly, War in History and Tel Aviver Jahrbücher für Geschichte were accepted. She participated 

in several conferences and organized together with others in Nov. 2006 the workshop on ñFamily, Work and Welfare in Past and 

Present,ò and in May 2007 the (post)graduate workshop ñGender, Experiences, and Memory, 18
th
-20

th
 Centuries;ò both were part 

of the UNC workshop series ñGender, Politics and Culture in Europe and Beyond.ò Finally she was the main organizer of 

international conference ñGender, War, and Politics: The Wars of Revolutionand Liberation - Transatlantic Comparisons, 1775 ï 

1820ò (UNC Institute for the Arts & Humanities, May 16-19, 2007), which was cosponsored by of UNC, Duke and the German 

Historical Institute in Washington D.C.  Email: hagemann@unc.edu. 

 

JACQUELYN HALLôS article, ñThe Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the Past,ò Journal of American 

History (2005), based on her presidential address to the Organization of American Historians (OAH), was selected for inclusion 

in Best Articles in American History, 2007, ed. Jacqueline Jones.  At the Centennial Meeting of the Organization of American 

Historians in Minneapolis, she chaired a ñstate of the fieldò session on lynching, completed her final and fifth year on the OHA 

Executive Board, and chaired the OAH Distinguished Service Award Committee. Also in 2006-07 she chaired a session at the 

ñFamily, Work, & Welfare: A Transatlantic Workshop,ò UNCôs Institute for Arts and Humanities; served as discussant on a panel 

on ñSouthern Myths and Misfits: Reconsidering the Activism of White Southern Women,ò Southern Association of Women 

Historians Meeting, Baltimore, MY; introduced Alan Kraut, the keynote lecturer for a Southern Historical Collection Exhibit 

Opening, ñReform, Reconstruction and Redemption: The Northern Impulse to Save the South;ò and gave a talk entitled ñSpoken 

Memories: The Southern Oral History Program Preserves the Voices of the Past,ò at Carol Woods Retirement Center in Chapel 

Hill. She completed a year as Faculty Representative to General Alumni Association Board.  She also continues to direct the 

Southern Oral History Program (see separate entry on its activities) and sits on the advisory board of the Center for the Study of 

the American South and its journal Southern Cultures.  Email: jhall@email.unc.edu. 

 

DON HIGGINBOTHAM  wrote new introductions to republications of John Kamanski, George Washington: A Great and Good 

Man, published by Rowman and Littlefield and of John R. Selby,  The Revolution in Virginia, 1775-1783, published by Colonial 

Williamsburg, Va. He also gave a lecture on the accomplishments of the Revolutionary Generation at the University of Toledo.  

He helped plan a two-day conference in Paris on France and the American Revolution. At that conference he gave a paper on 

American Suspicions of the new Franco-American alliance. 

I am sad to report the death of Rosemary Estes, my 22nd student to complete the Ph. D.  Rosemary battled cancer for some years 

but continued to work away on her dissertation on Charleston Artisans in the American Revolution.  She completed this fine work 

of scholarship just before her death in the late winter of this year at the age of 75.  Email: higgbo@email.unc.edu. 

 

MICHAEL HUNT  published The American Ascendancy: How the United States Gained and Wielded Global Power (UNC 

Press). It brings global history to bear on the U.S. foreign relations past as well as a troubled present. A free fall term afforded by 

phased retirement allowed him to give the problem of an American empire some serious thought (with preliminary conclusions 

conveyed in a pair of long book reviews and in several talks). He also jumped back into Ideology and U.S. Foreign Policy after a 

twenty-year hiatus, preparing a preface for the forthcoming Korean translation and exploring with Yale University Press an 

approach for a new edition. He served as commentator during a plenary session on 9/11 in historical perspective at the annual 

meeting of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations. His outreach efforts included a variety of talks and 

conversations with the media on issues of moment. He won a Fulbright teaching award for Bologna, Italy, for spring 2008. That 

award, revision of Ideology, and a new book project on Americaôs Pacific Wars (1898-1975) set the agenda for the coming 

academic year.  Email: mhhunt@email.unc.edu.  

 

mailto:wmfletch@email.unc.edu
mailto:jhall@email.unc.edu
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KONRAD JARAUSCH  finished his stint as director of the Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung in Potsdam/Germany after 

more than a decade. He was gratified to receive a Festschrift, edited by Jürgen Danyel, Jan-Holger Kirsch and Martin Sabrow, 

called Fünfzig Klassiker der Zeitgeschichte. He was also pleased by a special symposium organized by the Friends of the German 

Historical Institute in Washington, DC in honor of his 65th birthday. He was happy to see the book After Hitler: Recivilizing 

Germans, 1945-1995 (New York, 2006) as well as the volume which he co-edited with Hans-Hermann Hertle, Risse im 

Bruderbund. Die Gespräche Honecker-Breshnew 1974-1982 (Berlin, 2006) in print. And finally, he was gratified to be able to 

spend the spring semester of 2007 at the Wissenschaftszentrum für Sozialwissenschaften in Berlin.  Email: 

jarausch@email.unc.edu. 

 

RICHARD H. KOHN  spent the year as the Omar N. Bradley Professor of Strategic Leadership at the US Army War College and 

Dickinson College, commuting to Carlisle, PA weekly and teaching an undergraduate seminar on Abraham Lincoln as a War 

Leader presidential and a War College elective on civilian control of the military in the United States. 

As part of his duties, Dick lectured on civil-military relations at Harvardôs Kennedy School, the Industrial College of the Armed 

Forces, the Army and Air War Colleges, the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, and the National Defense Intelligence 

College, and taught several guest classes at the Army War College.  During the year he used these lectures to prepare a paper on 

the appropriate and effective behaviors for the top political and military leaders in their interactions, in peace and in wartime, to 

aid civil-military relations in the future.  It was presented at a conference at West Point and will be published with the other 

conference papers on the subject.  He also prepared a report for the on how the War College uses history, for its dean.  

He enjoyed the year (except for the commuting) and learned a lot:  about small liberal arts colleges, and the state of the army at 

this most stressful time, particularly in comparison to 1980-81 when he was also visiting professor there. 

Dick happily returns to UNC in the fall to resume his regular teaching and research activities.  Email: rhkohn@unc.edu. 

 

LLOYD KRAMER  continued to serve as chair of the History Department--a stimulating and engaging opportunity to work with 

talented colleagues, students, and alumni..  But he found intellectual stimulation in other activities as well.  In the fall semester, he 

taught a new interdisciplinary First Year Seminar on 18
th
-century European art and culture with Professors Mary Sheriff (Art) and 

James Thompson (English).  The seminar, entitled ñSeeing the Past,ò received support from the Kress Foundation and coincided 

with special programs on 18
th
-century paintings in the collection of the Ackland Art Museum; it culminated with a student-created 

web site on various works of art.  Kramer also presented a talk on the challenges of teaching and writing about European History 

at the gathering of Advanced Placement Readers (i.e., the people who grade the AP European history exams) at the University of 

Nebraska; and he served as a commentator on panels at the annual meetings of the ñConsortium on The Revolutionary Era, 1750-

1850ò (at George Mason University) and the Society for French Historical Studies (at the University of Houston).  He was 

featured in a ñHistory Channelò documentary film on the Marquis de Lafayette (December), and he began a series of speaking 

engagements on Lafayetteôs life and career (2007 is the 250
th
 anniversary of Lafayetteôs birth) by delivering the Chapin 

Distinguished Public Lecture on ñLafayette in Two Worldsò at the Chattanooga Public Library (March).  Email: 

lkramer@unc.edu.  

 

CHRISTOPHER LEE  had a busy first year of teaching at Carolina, though he managed to publish several articles including 

ñVoices from the Margins: The Coloured (mixed-race) Factor in Southern African History,ò South African Historical Journal, 56 

(2006): 201-219 and ñEntre La Rue et le Mus®e: le Probl¯me du óTemps Pr®sentô en Afrique du Sud,ò Politique Africaine, No. 

103 (October 2006): 81-99.  He also published a rare interview with Zimbabweôs first female novelist and film director for the 

journal of the W. E. B. DuBois Institute at Harvard, a piece entitled ñDesperately Seeking Tsitsi: A Conversation with Tsitsi 

Dangarembga,ò Transition, Volume 13, Number 2, Issue 96 (2006): 128-150.  He has received a fellowship to spend July (2007) 

at the National History Center in Washington, D.C., as well as a Visiting Scholar appointment at the Centennial Center for 

Political Science and Public Affairs, sponsored by the American Political Science Association, also in D.C.  He is conducting 

research on a secondary project at the Library of Congress entitled ñDecolonization and Sovereignty in the Era of Bandung.ò  

Before that, however, he is spending five weeks in southern Africa, continuing fieldwork in Malawi and Zambia with grants from 

the African Studies Center and the Center for Global Initiatives at Carolina.  Email: cjlee1@email.unc.edu  

 

WAYNE LEE  arrived at the University of North Carolina in July 2006, and has been busily adapting to the hectic intellectual life 

of the Triangle.  He published an essay on North Carolinaôs backcountry war during the Revolution in the edited volume War & 

Society in the American Revolution (Northern Illinois University Press, 2007), another on the civilian experience of war during 

the American Revolution in Daily Lives of Civilians in Wartime Early America (Greenwood, 2007), and prepared a long-winded 

overview of American military history for the Journal of American History (March 2007) entitled "Mind and Matter--Cultural 

Analysis in American Military History: A Look at the State of the Field."  In April 2007, The Encyclopedia of War and American 

Society (Sage, 2005), for which he was an associate editor, received the Society of Military History's Distinguished Reference 

Book Award.  In his continuing pursuit of a second career as an archaeologist, Lee also presented a paper at the American 

Institute of Archaeology conference in January 2007, which will be published later this year in the International Journal of 

Historical Archaeology.  The paper reports on his ongoing work as part of the Shala Valley Project which is investigating the  

long-term regional history, archaeology, and ethnography of several mountain communities in northern Albania 

(www.millsaps.edu/svp).  Email: welee@email.unc.edu. 
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LISA LINDSAY  published ñWorking with Gender: The Emergence of the óMale Breadwinnerô in Colonial Southwestern 

Nigeria,ò in an edited volume entitled Africa After Gender? (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007).  She gave two 

presentations based on her current research: ñThe Comparative Consciousness of James Vaughan, an African American in 

Colonial Nigeria,ò at the American Historical Associationôs annual meeting in Atlanta; and ñA South Carolinian in Colonial 

Nigeria, or One Manôs Attempt to Reverse the Atlantic Slave Tradeò at a conference on ñAbolitions, 1807-2007: Ending the Slave 

Trade in the Transatlantic World,ò at the University of York in the U.K.  She also made a presentation on 20
th
 century Africa at 

the April session of UNCôs World View International Program for Educators.  In the fall she directed the Committee on 

Teachingôs workshop series for new teaching assistants.  She spent the spring semester on leave through the American Council of 

Learned Societiesô Ryskamp fellowship program.  Email: lalindsa@email.unc.edu. 

 

ROGER LOTCHIN published ñTurning the Good War Bad: Historians and the World War II Urban Homefront,ò which was his 

presidential address to the Urban History Association for 2006 in the Journal of Urban History, vol. 33: no. 2 (January 2007), pp. 

171-82.  He also contributed ñWorld War II and the City,ò to David Goldfield, ed. Encyclopedia of American Urban  History, vol 

II (2007) pp. 893-900.  He chaired a session on new literature on urban crime, the ñMurderous Other,ò at a session of the Pacific 

Coast Branch of the American Historical Society at Palo Alto, California, August 4, 2006 and presented the keynote address 

ñCalifornia Cities in World War II,ò to the first annual conference of the California Council for History Education, Burlingame, 

California, September 22, 2006.  Email rlotchin@email.unc.edu.   

 

TERENCE MCINTOSH  organized the session "Pietism in Conflict, 1690-1740" at the annual meeting of the German Studies 

Association (Pittsburgh, PA, 30 September 2006), where he presented the paper "Pietists, Jurists, and Church Discipline."  He 

also organized the session "The Social History of German Pietism in the Village, the Town, and at Court, 1690-1740" at the 

annual meeting of the American Historical Association (Atlanta, GA, 4 January 2007), where he presented the paper "Pietism and 

the Control of Youth Culture, 1690-1710."  Email: terence_mcintosh@unc.edu.  

 

LOUISE MCREYNOLDS  contributed a chapter on ñThe Prerevolutionary Russian Tourist: Commercialization in the 

Nineteenth Century,ò published in Anne Gorsuch and Diane Koenker, eds., Turizm: The Russian and East European Tourist 

under Capitalism and Socialism (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006). She gave the Paul Biek lecture at Swarthmore 

College, November 2006, plus two conference papers: the first at the annual convention of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Slavic Studies (November) and the second at the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies (March). In addition, 

she was elected president of the latter institution. She also spoke to the UNC Seminar in Womens Studies.  Email: 

louisem@email.unc.edu. 

 

MICHAEL MCVAUGH  published a book on his research focus for the past several years, The Rational Surgery of the Middle 

Ages (Florence: Edizioni del Galuzzo, 2006).  He published an article, ñRichard Wiseman and the Medical Practitioners of 

Restoration London,ò Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 62 (2007), 125-40, based on a paper presented to a 

session honoring J. J. Bylebyl at the annual meetings of American Association for the History of Medicine, Halifax, Nova Scotia 

(Canada), 4 May 2006.  He also published ñNiccol¸ da Reggioôs Translations of Galen and Their Reception in France,ò Early 

Science and Medicine, 11 (2006), 275-301; and ñArnau de Vilanova and Paris: One Embassy or Two?,ò Archives dôHistoire 

Doctrinale et Littéraire du Moyen Age, 73 (2006), 29-42. 

     He contributed two articles to Encyclopedia of North Carolina, ed. William S. Powell (Chapel Hill:  University of North 

Carolina Press, 2006): ñRhine Research Centerò and ñRice Diet.ò   He delivered the annual Joseph I. Waring Lecture--ñMedieval 

Surgery--One Could Do Worseò--to the Waring Library Society, Charleston, SC, 12 April 2007. 

     An international symposium was organized in his honor and held at the University of North Carolina on 2-4 March 2007: it 

was titled, ñBetween Text and Patient:  The Medical Enterprise in Medieval and Early Modern Europe.ò  Email: 

mcvaugh@email.unc.edu. 

 

THEDA PERDUE spent the year at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C. She also held a 

fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation. She is working on a book on Indians in the segregated South. During 

the year, she spoke at the University of Tennessee, Elizabeth City State University, DePaul University, and ñThe Past Before Us,ò 

a conference jointly sponsored by Furman University and Clemson University.  Email: tperdue@email.unc.edu. 

 

DONALD RALEIGH  was honored at the annual meeting of the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies where he received the 

Senior Scholar Award for a career of distinguished scholarship.  During the 2006-07 academic year, Raleigh published a chapter, 

The Russian Civil War, 1917-1922,ò in the three-volume Cambridge History of Russia edited by Ronald G. Suny, a review essay 

on O. V. Budnitskiiôs Rossiiskie evrei mezhdu krasnymi i belymi, 1917-1920 [Russian Jews between Reds and Whites, 1917-

1920] in Kritika, and book reviews in Slavic Review and World War II Journal.  He presented invited talks at the University of 

Victoria and Virginia Tech Universities, participated in a roundtable discussion on oral interviewing across disciplines at the 

annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, and commented on a panel at the Southern 

Conference on Slavic Studies.  He also contributed an essay on fieldwork ethics for a journal published in St. Petersburg, Russia,  
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Antropologicheskii forum.  Thanks to a departmental leave for the spring 2007 semester, he drafted several more chapters of his  

current book project tentatively entitled, Soviet Baby Boomers:  An Oral History of the Class of ô67.ò  

Email:  djr@email.unc.edu. 

 

JOHN E. SEMONCHE published an article with his former student, the late Margaret A. Blanchard (Ph.D., 1981), who was a 

William Rand Kenan Jr. Professor in the UNC School of Journalism and Mass Communication.  Entitled ͊Anthony Comstock 

and his Adversaries: The Mixed Legacy of this Battle for Free Speech,͋ it was the only fruit of a collaborative effort aimed at 

producing a book dealing with censorship for reasons of sex.  It appeared in the summer 2006 issue of Communication Law and 

Policy.  Professor Blanchardôs death on May 25, 2004 forced a rethinking of the planned book.  In a shortened form, it is 

scheduled for publication in the summer of 2007. During the summer of 2006 Semonche also gave a talk on the United States 

Supreme Court to a group of high school teachers assembled at the School of Math and Science in Durham, North Carolina, as a 

part of the Learn More, Teach More grant.  Email: semche@email.unc.edu. 

 

SARAH SHIELDS presented papers this year on both of her current projects.  She presented ñBeyond Identity Politics: Kirkuk 

and the League of Nations Commission,ò at the Second World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies, which was held in Amman, 

Jordan in June.  At a conference the same month on the ñHistory of American-Turkish Relations: 1833 ï 1989ò that began in 

Istanbul and ended in Urfa, she discussed ñThe US and the Sancak Question: Navigating a New Relationship in a Rapidly-

Changing Context.ò  Shields organized and participated in a panel at the American Historical Association Annual Meeting in 

Atlanta, Georgia in January, ñPracticing History, Contending with Controversy: Public Historians and Academic Historians on 

Our Work, Early Twenty-First Century.ò Highlights were posted on youtube by the History News Network, 

http://hnn.us/articles/33409.html#war (scroll to the end).  Closer to home, Shields talked about Lebanon in an August public 

forum in Chapel Hill, participated in a UNC panel on the US and the Middle East, discussed the Middle East state system with a 

high school class at Durham Academy, and presented an overview of her research project for Dukeôs Osher Lifelong Learning 

Institute.  Shields served as a consultant for the National Geographic publication, Countries of the World: Iraq.  She spent the 

year as a Delta Delta Delta Fellow at the National Humanities Center.  Email: sshields@email.unc.edu. 

 

RICHARD TALBERT  was glad to see the publication in two splendid volumes of The Oxford Companion to World 

Exploration, a longterm project headed by David Buisseret for which he served as one of four section editors.  This year also saw 

the publication at last of The Cambridge Dictionary of Classical Civilization, to which he contributed five articles.  An article by 

him, ñMeyer Reinhold and Roman civilization,ò appeared in Classical Bulletin 2006, and his discussion of John Matthews, The 

Journey of Theophanes: Travel, Business, and Daily Life in the Roman East, in Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2007.  His book 

Timoleon and the Revival of Greek Sicily was reissued by Cambridge University Press.  With the award of a J.B. Harley Research 

Fellowship in the History of Cartography, he was able to spend a period in London at the British Library and the Royal 

Geographical Society bringing his current work on Peutingerôs Roman map within sight of completion.  With Michael Maas, he 

co-directed a five-week National Endowment for the Humanities Seminar for College and University Teachers ñTrajanôs Column: 

Narratives of War, Civilization, and Commemoration in the Roman Empireò at the American Academy, Rome, Italy, during 

June/July 2006.  Subsequently, in April 2007, he spoke as respondent for the retrospective panel ñContextualizing Trajanôs 

Columnò at the annual meeting of the Classical Association of the Middle West and South in Cincinnati, OH, and also presided 

there at the session ñLatin Oratory.ò  He organized the panel Ancient Geography: New Discoveries and Perspectives at the 

American Philological Association/Archaeological Institute of America Joint Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA, contributing the 

paper ñThe Antonine Itinerary seen through its compilerôs eyes.ò  With his address ñThe World Inside the Roman Travelerôs 

Hand and Head,ò he was an invited keynote speaker at the Coloquio Internacional Viajes y Visiones del Mundo at Alcalá 

University, Madrid, Spain.  At the Historical Society meeting Globalization, Empire and Imperialism in Chapel Hill, he presented 

a paper ñCelebrating Empire: Ancient Rome and the London Tube.ò  On the invitation of the Archaeological Institute of America, 

he was Sheppard Memorial Lecturer in Santa Fe, NM, and in Denver, CO.  Invited by the Onassis Center, New York, he spoke on 

ñPlutarchôs Sparta: lieux de m®moire, trous de m®moireò at its international colloquium Research on the Archaeology and History 

of the City-States Athens and Sparta.  He presented ñRoman Roadsò for the History Channel series Where did it come from ?  For 

UNCôs Program in the Humanities and Human Values, he spoke on ñGladiator Effectsò for Big Screen Rome: Antiquity in the 

Movies, and on ñJupiterôs Empire Without Endò for Empires Across Time.  He also spoke at the Center for Life Enrichment, 

Highlands, NC.  The Nebenzahl Lecture Series Ancient Perspectives: Maps and their Place in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece and 

Rome organized by him during the year is now set for November 2007 at the Newberry Library, and forms part of Chicagoôs 

Festival of Maps [www.festivalofmaps.org].  Talbert continues as co-editor of the UNC Press series Studies in the History of 

Greece and Rome.  He also continues as the American Journal of Philologyôs associate editor for ancient history, and served as a 

member of its search committee for a new editor.  Within the department he had the privilege of chairing the search committee for 

a Greek historian.  The Advisory Council to the School of Classical Studies, American Academy in Rome, elected him as its chair 

for a three-year term.  He accepted an invitation from OIKOS, the Netherlands National Research School in Classical Studies, to 

conduct its summer 2007 óMasterclassô for doctoral students.  Among highlights of the year were visits to Trajanôs arch at 

Benevento, to the Celtiberian stronghold Numantia, and to Manchester, England, to inspect the preliminary (1591, Aldine) edition 

of a part of the Peutinger Map.  Email: talbert@email.unc.edu   
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MICHAEL TSIN was awarded a Grier/Woods Presbyterian China Initiative Fellowship in Chinese Studies for the spring of ô08; 

assumed the position of Book Review Editor for the China field at The Journal of Asian Studies, published by the Association for 

Asian Studies; gave a talk on ñEthnicity and Civilization in Chinese Historyò at the University of Colorado at Boulder; completed 

revisions for the second edition of the world history text Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the Modern World from the 

Mongol Empire to the Present that he co-authored, and an article entitled ñOverlapping Histories: Writing Prison and Penal 

Practices in Late Qing and Republican China,ò which is part of his ongoing project The Colonial Circuit: The Making of A New 

Culture in Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century China.  Email: tsin@email.unc.edu. 

 

HARRY WATSON  continues as Director of the Center for the Study of the American South.  In April, the Center proudly 

dedicated the Love House and Hutchins Forum, its new headquarters at 410 E. Franklin Street, with President Erskine Bowles, 

Chancellor James Moeser, and Harvardôs Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. as featured speakers.  On University Day, 2006, the Center 

unveiled ñThe Carolina Story: A Virtual Museum of University Historyò on the University main webpage.  See 

<http://museum.unc.edu/>.  Watson edits the Centerôs journal Southern Cultures with Professor Larry Griffin of the UNC-CH 

Department of Sociology.  He and Professor William M. Rohe of the Department of City and Regional Planning edited Chasing 

the American Dream: New Perspectives on Affordable Homeownership (2007).  He also published book reviews or review essays 

in The Historian and The Mississippi Quarterly.   In October and November, Watson spoke to the Center for Jacksonian America 

at the University of Tennessee and to the Minnesota Historical Society on ñAndrew Jackson's Complex Legacy: Majority Rule, 

Equal Rights, and Limited Government."  He addressed six groups of alumni and North Carolina citizens on the life of Gen. 

William Richardson Davie, founder of UNC, to recognize the 250
th
 anniversary of Davieôs birth. The talk appeared in the April 

issue of Carolina Comments as ñWilliam Richardson Davie and the Peopleôs University: Ironies and Paradoxes.ò  Watson also 

addressed the World View Global Education Leaders' Program, at the UNC Center for School Leadership Development in Chapel 

Hill, and the ñWayne County Readsò program in Goldsboro, and he continues to serve on the North Carolina Historical 

Commission.  Email: hwatson@email.unc.edu. 

 

BRETT WHALEN  continued to work on his first book, ñChristendom as World Order: History, Prophecy, and the Rise of the 

Medieval West (1050-1350),ò which is currently under contract with Harvard University Press for publication in 2009. He also 

published a brief essay in the World History Bulletin, vol. 23 (2007), titled "From Adam to the Apocalypse: Post-Classical 

Christianity and the Patterns of World History." On March 3, 2007, he appeared as a "talking head" on the History Chanel's 

prime-time special "The Dark Ages." Brett was awarded a UNC Jr. Faculty Development grant for the fall 2007, when he will be 

on leave, researching and writing in Paris and London.  Email: bwhalen@email.unc.edu. 

 

 

UNC-KINGôS COLLEGE COLLOQUIUM , JUNE 2007 
 

The UNC History Department joined with the History Department at Kingôs College in London to sponsor a colloquium on ñThe 

Nazi Occupation and its Aftermath in Central Europe.ò  The colloquium took place in early June and included papers by 

professors Christopher Browning and Chad Bryant of UNC and by James Bjork of Kingôs.  Professors Jan Palmowski (Kingôs) 

and Richard Overy (Exeter) provided commentary, which was followed by questions and comments about the themes that each 

speaker had addressed: memory, ethnic identity, national cultures, and the legacy of violence in Central Europe.  The colloquium 

attracted a good audience and was an important event in the developing collaboration between UNC and Kingôs College.  Faculty 

from Kingôs College will visit Chapel Hill during the current year to continue the conversation.  

 

        
Christopher Browning presents 
his paper at the Kingôs College 

Colloquium 

 
 

 

COLLOQUIUM PARTICIPANTS: 
 

Front Row: Lloyd Kramer, Rick Trainor 

(Principal of Kings College), Arthur Burns 
(Head of the History Department) 

Middle Row: Richard Overy (Exeter), 

James Bjork (Kingôs) 
Back Row: Jan Palmowski (Kingôs), Chad 

Bryant (UNC), Christopher Browning 

(UNC) 

Rick Trainor, 
Principal of Kingôs 

College 

Photographs by Naresh Verlander 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN HIST ORY MONTH LECTURE , FEBRUARY 2007 
 

The Department of History was honored to sponsor its third annual African American History Month Lecture earlier this year.  

The lecture is funded by the History Department with additional support from the Center for the Study of the American South, the 

Sonja Hanes Stone Center for Black Culture and History, Wilson Library, UNC-CH Campus Y, Kenan-Flagler Business School, 

Diversity and Multicultural Affairs, Sociology, Law School, Provost Office, Institute of African American Research and African 

Afro American Studies.  Professor Genna Rae McNeil conceived the idea for the lecture series, and she has skillfully organized 

the program each year. 

 

The Lecture was given by Lonnie Bunch, III, Director of the National Museum of African American History and Culture, 

Smithsonian Institution.  Dr. Bunch spoke about the importance of black history and the role of the National Museum of African 

American History and Culture which he directs at the Smithsonian Institution.  His parents and other family and friends who live 

in North Carolina attended the lecture and were recognized during the introductions. 

 

Following the lecture, Provost Bernadette Gray-Little presented a special award from the University to Dr. John Hope Franklin, 

James B. Duke Professor of History Emeritus at Duke University.  Professor McNeil spoke about how Dr. Franklin was her PhD 

advisor at the University of Chicago; and Professor Harry Watson discussed Dr. Franklinôs influential contributions to the field of 

African American History. 

 

 

   
                  John Hope Franklin  with  

                  UNC faculty & graduate students 

                   Genna Rae McNeil 

         
                    Bill  Ferris      Harmonyx, a cappella ensemble 

     Black Student Movement 

             Lonnie G. Bunch, III  

 

         
   John Hope Franklin, Genna Rae McNeil 
    & Harry Watson 

John Hope Franklin at Book Signing               Heather Williams 
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International Conference: GENDER, WAR, AND POLITICS: The Wars of Revolution and Liberation 

Transatlantic Comparisons, 1775 - 1820 

 

17-19 May 2007, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill: Institute for Arts & Humanities 

 
The conference, organized by Karen Hagemann and Laurence Hare (UNC History Department) in co-operation with Katherine 

Aaslestad (West Virginia University), Gisela Mettele (GHI Washington), Judith Miller (Emory University), and Jane Rendall 

(York University) addressed the relationship between war, the shaping of political and national identities and changing gender 

regimes in the period between 1775 and 1820. Main conveners were UNC, Duke University and the German Historical Institute, 

Washington D.C. The conference was also sponsored by the French Consulate in Atlanta, the project group ñNations, Border, 

Identities: The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars in European Experiences and Memoriesò (FU Berlin and York University), 

and the Kings College London, Department of War Studies. Ninety participants from five countries participated in the innovative 

three-day event, including such well know experts as Anna Clark, Linda Colley, Alan Forrest, Laurent Dubois, Lynn Hunt, and 

Mary Beth-Norton.  Publication of the papers is in preparation. 

. 

 
 

UNC Workshop Series: Gender, Politics and Culture in Europe and Beyond 

Fourth Workshop: Gender, Experience, and Memory, 18
th 

- 20
th

 Centuries: A Transatlantic 

(Post)graduate Workshop 

 

May 16, 2007, UNC, Institute for Arts & Humanities 

The workshop, organized by Karen Hagemann and Laurence Hare, was designed to bring together graduate and postdoctoral 

students from Britain, Germany, and the United States to discuss recent approaches to the history of experience and memory from 

a gendered perspective. The themes of the workshop complemented the subsequent international conference, "Gender, War, and 

Politics: Wars of Revolution and Liberation - Transatlantic Comparisons, 1775 ï 1820." It thus provided a crucial link between 

ongoing research at the senior level and the emerging interests and work of graduate students. Fifty participants used the chance 

to join the day-long discussion in five panels. Main conveners and sponsors were UNC and Duke University in cooperation with 

the University of York and the Free University of Berlin. 

 

       
  J. Laurence Hare (UNC)  Mel Deaile & Michael Allsep (UNC) Wolfgang Koller, Ruth Leiserowitz (FU 

Berlin), Julia Osman (UNC) & Alex Roland 
(Duke) 

Wolfgang Koller, Maria Schultz (FU 

Berlin), Jennifer Lynn & Sarah 
Summers (UNC) 
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The History Department honored Professors E. Willis Brooks, Peter G. Filene, David M. Griffiths 

and Michael R. McVaugh at a retirement party on May 9, 2007.  The party took place at the Carolina 

Club and included the following remarks by Department chair Lloyd Kramer, who celebrated the 

long and distinguished careers of all four  colleagues. 
 

 

 
 

Professor E. Willis Brooks 
 

Remarks at the Retirement Party in His Honor 
 

By Lloyd Kramer  

Chair, UNC History Department 
 

 

 Professor Willis Brooks arrived in Chapel Hill in 1968, and he has long been one of UNCôs most popular teachers and 

specialists on Russian history.  He has contributed to the University in a very wide range of activities, programs, and courses, and 

it is a special pleasure to honor and thank him for his extraordinary service and commitment to UNCôs students, staff, and 

community.  Will received his BA degree at Dartmouth College and went on to complete a PhD at Stanford, specializing in the 

field of 19
th
-century Russian history.  He came to UNC after working at a US-Soviet exchange program at Indiana University, and 

he has always emphasized the value of programs that enable students and historians to live and work in other cultures.  Among his 

many contributions to undergraduate education, he has regularly advised students who studied abroad and needed to receive credit 

for courses in foreign universities.  Will believed in international education before the word ñglobalizationò entered our 

vocabulary, and his support for study abroad has enriched the education of generations of UNC students. 

Will has published numerous articles and papers on Russian military history and on the history of nationalities in the 

Russian empire.  His research in these fields has been supported by various grants, including UNCôs Pogue Fellowship and a 

Chapman Family Fellowship at the Institute for the Arts and Humanities.  In addition to his work within the University, Will 

spent two years in Washington D.C. at the office of Soviet and East European Research at the U.S. Information Agency.   But I 

want to stress that he has always had the deepest commitment to UNC and to providing the best possible education for our 

students.  He was honored for his outstanding work in the classroom when he received the Tanner Award for the ñinspirational 

teaching of undergraduate studentsò in 1973 and again in 1982.  His teaching received further recognition when he served as 

Bowman and Gordon Gray professor in 1994-97, and the History Departmentôs alumni often remember Will Brooks as one of 

their favorite professors.  But Willôs service to UNC extends far beyond the classroom and international programs because he has 

been active on all kinds of University committees and programs.  He has served on the Faculty Athletic Committee, the Faculty 

Council, Student Judiciary committees, and advisory committees for the Curriculum in Peace, War and Defense and the Center 

for Slavic, Eurasian and East European Studies.  He has also been very active in supporting literacy programs since he helped to 

create Project Literacy on campus in 1987; in fact, he recently received the ñEmployee Forum Community Awardò (also called 

the Three-Legged Stool Award) for his exceptional work to promote literacy among UNC staff and low-income workers.  Finally, 

Will became the energetic organizer of annual historical reenactments of early 20
th
-century basketball competitions for the 

halftime entertainment at Womenôs basketball games (the players were aging members of the faculty who played by the early 

rules of the sport).  The history of sports, like the history of Russia and the history of international exchanges, has been one of 

Willôs passions and, like his other passions, this interest in early basketball brought a distinctive perspective to both our students 

and faculty. 

I therefore express our special appreciation to Will Brooks for his long and varied service to the History Department and 

the wider UNC community, and we wish him the very best as he enters the next phase of his life and work.  
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Professor Peter G. Filene 
 

Remarks at the Retirement Party in His Honor 
 

By Lloyd Kramer  

Chair, UNC History Department 
 

 

 Professor Peter Filene has long been one of the most distinguished teachers and writers in the UNC History Department, and 

his outstanding work has influenced generations of students and faculty colleagues.  Peter came to Chapel Hill as an assistant 

professor in the fall of 1967, so he is completing 40 remarkable years in the life of our community.  Before coming to UNC, Peter 

had received his BA degree at Swarthmore College and a PhD at Harvard, where he launched his historical career as a specialist 

in modern American history.  He has taught highly popular survey courses on the broad history of the United States as well as 

numerous seminars and upper level courses on special themes and topicsðincluding the history of gender identities, the history of 

the 1960s, and the history of photography.  

Peter has also made innovative contributions to historical scholarship.  His early work focused on American views of the 

Soviet Union, but he is best known for his historical analysis of gender identities in American society.  His book, Him/Her/Self: 

Gender Identities in Modern America has been republished in three editions by Johns Hopkins University press, and his edited 

collection, Men in the Middle: Work and Family in the Lives of Middle-Aged Men brought new attention to the social 

experiences of American men.  Peter also wrote an important book on American views of deathðIn the Arms of Others: A 

Cultural History of the Right to Die (1998) and a highly engaging novel about growing up in America, which is entitled Home 

and Away (1992).  Peterôs approach to history goes beyond traditional social or political themes by stressing the importance of 

literature and photography, and his creative work has included photography exhibits as well as the novel.  But Peterôs deepest 

passion has always brought him back to teaching, so it is appropriate that his most recent book is entitled The Joy of Teaching: A 

Practical Handbook for New College Instructors (2005).  This valuable book brings together insights from Peterôs outstanding 

work in the classroom, which has been recognized by generations of UNC students, by numerous teaching awards (including the 

UNC Board of Governors Award for Teaching Excellence in 2002), and by his Bowman and Gordon Gray Professorship for 

Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching, a position he has held since 2002 (and also in the 1980s).  Peter has long chaired the 

History Departmentôs Committee on teaching and has trained new Teaching Assistants in the art of fine teaching.  His family and 

former students have recently created a new endowmentðthe Peter Filene Fundðwhich will honor an outstanding History 

graduate teaching assistant each year by providing for a Peter Filene TA Teaching Award and will also support the training of 

new teaching assistants.  

Peter has served on many University committees and helped to lead the Institute for the Arts and Humanities as an 

associate director in the 1990s. His interests and projects have evolved over the course of his time at UNC, but he has always been 

one of our great teachers.  He has shown that historical education can be both fun and rigorous at the same time.  He has helped 

our faculty and our students understand the meaning of imaginative pedagogy, and we thank him warmly for all he has given to 

this University and to its students over the last 40 years.   
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Professor David M. Griffiths 
 

Remarks at the Retirement Party in His Honor 
 

By Lloyd Kramer  

Chair, UNC History Department 
 

 

 

 David Griffiths has been a member of the faculty at UNC since the fall of 1968, when he arrived with a recently completed 

PhD from Columbia University in the field of 18
th
-Century Russian History.  Dave had pursued his graduate work after receiving 

an undergraduate degree at Swarthmore College and completing intensive foreign language programs.  He has therefore always 

appreciated the value of foreign languages for both historical research and undergraduate educationðan interest that he also 

brought to his term as chair of the Curriculum in International Studies during the 1990s, to his long service on the advisory 

committee of UNCôs Study Abroad Program, and to his leadership of student fellowship programs for foreign study. 

 Daveôs historical research has focused on late eighteenth-century Russia, with particular attention to the era of the famous and 

controversial Czarina Catherine II (better known as Catherine the Great).  He has published numerous articles and papers in 

historical journals, edited volumes, encyclopedias, and other publications; and his carefully edited, book-length translations of 

eighteenth-century Russian documents and charters have become valuable resources for both scholars and students.  Dave has 

been a frequent participant at scholarly conferences in Europe and the United States, and he is an expert on the late eighteenth-

century history of American-Russian relations. 

 Daveôs courses at UNC have introduced generations of students to early Russian history, but he has also taught popular 

courses on the history of European socialism and on modern world history.  He has been a much-valued director of the Honors 

program in the History Department, and he has helped many of the Departmentôs best students write outstanding honors theses.  

Daveôs special abilities as a teacher have made him one of the Universityôs most valued representatives to Alumni groups (he has 

often led alumni tours), and he has been a frequent speaker at the seminars of the Program for the Humanities and Human Values.  

He knows how to communicate with alumni as well as first year students, and he has truly been one of the History Departmentôs 

ñgoodwill ambassadorsò to the community outside academia. 

 Daveôs commitment to international programs and the curriculum in international studies has had a lasting influence the 

College of Arts and Sciences.  As chair of the International Studies Curriculum in the 1990s, Dave redesigned that important 

major and contributed to the growing ñinternationalizationò of the undergraduate program.  Dave has served on many advisory 

committees, departmental committees, and University committeesðall of which have benefited from his insights, his good sense, 

and his collegial spirit. 

 Dave Griffiths has served the University for almost 40 years and has made our community a better place.  On behalf of his 

many students and colleagues, it is a great pleasure to recognize and thank him as he moves on to enjoy the different activities of 

his post-classroom life.  Thanks, Dave, for your excellent work! 
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Professor Michael R. McVaugh 
 

Remarks at the Retirement Party in His Honor 

 

By Lloyd Kramer  

Chair, UNC History Department 

 

 
 Michael McVaugh joined the History Department as an assistant professor in 1964 and rose through the ranks to become the 

William Smith Wells Professor of History in the 1990s.  He has been an intellectual leader in the field of European history, 

teaching popular courses on the History of Science, the Middle Ages and the history of medieval medicine.  Michaelôs many 

publications have given him a distinguished international reputation as a leading historian of science and medieval medicine, and 

his scholarly travels and research have enriched his deep commitments to teaching at UNC.  Michael received his B.A. degree at 

Harvard and both the M.A. and Ph.D. at Princeton.  He came to Chapel Hill directly from Princeton, so UNC has been his home 

throughout his long, productive career (although he has spent terms at Oxford and Cambridge Universities and at the Institute for 

Advanced Study in Princeton).  Michael has taught thousands of UNC students about the complexities of scientific knowledge, 

medieval medicine, universities, and social life, attracting a loyal following of devoted undergraduates and graduate studentsð

some of whom recently honored him by organizing an international conference on the history of medieval medicine to mark his 

impending retirement.   Michaelôs exceptional knowledge of the history of science and medicine has made UNCôs history 

department one of the very best places in the United States to study these subjects. 

His intellectually rigorous courses have drawn on the careful research that informs his numerous publications, which 

include more than fifty articles and book chapters as well as numerous books, edited collections, and reference works.  The 

subjects of his books range widely across historical eras and subjects, but his best known works include important studies of 

medieval surgery and a co-authored analysis of psychic research in modern America.  His influential book, Medicine Before the 

Plague: Practitioners and their Patients in the Crown of Aragon, 1285-1345 (first published by Cambridge University Press in 

1993) attracted wide attention and remains an essential work for all historians of medieval medicine.  Michaelôs research has been 

supported by the American Council of Learned Societies, the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, the National Science 

Foundation and numerous other institutions.  He has served on the editorial boards of leading journals in his field, played an 

active role in professional societies, and presented papers at universities and conferences throughout Europe and North America.  

Michaelôs service beyond UNC has been more than matched by his constant involvement with University and departmental 

committees, all of which have benefited from his wise advice, perceptive insights, and congenial spirit.  I particularly thank 

Michael for his six years of service to the History Department as Director of Graduate Studies. 

Students and faculty colleagues have been learning from Michael for more than 40 years, and we thank him for all of the 

teaching, research, and service that he has brought to the University of North Carolina.  He will  be missed in UNC classrooms, 

but we know that will  still be seen in the library and rare book collectionsðpursuing hard-to-find books on medieval health care 

and the methods of medieval surgery!  Thanks, Michael, for your outstanding work! 

 

 

 

 


