IN MEMORIAM

Richard A. Soloway
(1934-2009)

Professor Richard A. Soloway died on May 11, 2009 in Chapel Hill after a five month struggle
with a metastatic melanoma. His UNC career extended over four decades, and his energetic
leadership of the History Department and the College of Arts and Sciences continues to affect the
students, faculty, and alumni who worked with him on a wide range of imaginative academic
initiatives and programs.

Dick came to Chapel Hill as an associate professor in 1968 after completing his undergraduate
studies at the University of Iowa and a Ph.D. in modern British history at the University of
Wisconsin. Before he settled into his long career here, Dick had served in the U.S. Air Force, and he
had also taught history for several years at the University of Michigan. So he brought a lot of

previous experience to the Carolina History Department, and it was not surprising that he soon became one of the leaders of a new
generation of historians that set out to transform the hiring of faculty, the teaching of undergraduate courses, and the professional
training of graduate students. Dick promoted innovative social and cultural approaches to the study of past societies, and he wanted
the UNC history department to play a leading role in the new historical scholarship that was emerging in the 1960s and 1970s. He
would therefore encourage his UNC colleagues to push on toward new subjects and methods for historical analysis; and he would
insist on the highest possible standards for careful research, writing, and teaching.

Dick’s own important publications exemplified the innovations that were transforming historical scholarship. He published three
major books on the history of modern British social thought and on the debates about birth control and population growth in British
society. One of these books, Birth Control and the Population Question in England, 1877-1930 (UNC Press, 1982), was awarded the
John Ben Snow Foundation Prize from the North American Conference on British Studies for the best book in history and the social
sciences published between 1980 and 1982. Dick later published another important book on related themes (Demography and
Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain [UNC Press, 1990]), and he wrote numerous
articles and book reviews. He also received highly competitive research awards from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
National Humanities Center, and the American Council of Learned Societies. When Dick urged his colleagues to strive for the highest
levels of historical scholarship, he was only asking others to reach toward standards that he also set for himself.

He was named the Eugen Merzbacher Distinguished Professor of History in 1994—an honor that recognized both his important
scholarship and his excellent teaching of popular courses on modern British and European history. But Dick’s service to UNC’s
College of Arts and Sciences always extended far beyond the History Department. He was Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee
for the Honors Program and also Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee of the Program in the Humanities and Human Values. He
strongly supported both of these programs because they embodied the high standards that he always promoted and because they
carried humanistic ideas and knowledge to new generations of UNC students or to people outside the University. Meanwhile, Dick
also embarked on a distinguished administrative career within the College.

He provided outstanding leadership as chair of the History Department from 1991 to 1997. Working energetically to build and
strengthen the Department, he took a “can-do” approach to the ideas and initiatives that his colleagues wanted to propose. He also
raised new funds for graduate education and reached out to prospective donors. Dick loved to explore new opportunities and, as he
would explain with a happy twinkle in his eyes, he loved to “make things happen.”

He carried these traits to the Dean’s office when he became the first Senior Associate Dean for the Social Sciences. Dick would
hold this position until 2003, working with passion and obvious pleasure to develop the faculty and academic programs in many of
UNC’s best departments. He liked to launch new plans, including ambitious initiatives to make UNC a more global university that
could link students to a world that extended far beyond North Carolina.

Dick’s service to the College culminated in 2003-04, when he served as interim dean and skillfully managed the transitions that
followed the departure of a previous dean. He eventually returned to the History Department in 2004 and rediscovered the pleasures
of teaching British history. He “connected” with his students, including an exchange student from the National University of
Singapore, Jackie Yoong, who had taken one of Dick’s last classes at UNC. She wrote about his teaching in an e-mail message after
his death and noted that “he was a wonderful, very hands-on professor who showed a lot of concern and interest in Singaporean and
exchange students.” This tribute from a student in Singapore brings together so much of Dick’s life at UNC—the interest in students,
the international outreach, and the “hands-on” approach to everything he did. And it shows how his influence reached from Chapel
Hill to people and places that are literally on the other side of the globe.

Dick’s commitment to the University and his knowledge of higher education were thus extremely valuable to the History
Department; and his colleagues will miss his wise perspectives on academic life. He is survived by his wife, Leslie Banner, and his
son Colin Soloway; and he is remembered with lasting appreciation by his many colleagues and friends who learned from him and
enjoyed his thoughtful, energetic approach to all that he did in Chapel Hill and the wider world.

Lloyd Kramer
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DEPARTMENTAL WEBSITE

The History Department website may be visited at http://www.unc.edu/depts/history/. The site features information about graduate
and undergraduate programs, faculty research and teaching, email addresses, and links to course pages. This site also includes faculty
publications. We invite you to browse our website regularly for additional departmental news.
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CAROLINA ALUMNI FUND - HISTORY AND OTHER DESIGNATED
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Date:

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift of $

UNC — Arts & Sciences Foundation

CB 6115
134 East Franklin Street

Chapel Hill, NC 27514-6115

payable to The University of North Carolina.

Please allocate my gift to The History Department.

Name: Class Year:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Telephone: Email:
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UNC-Chapel Hill

Department of History

Lloyd Kramer
Chair

W. Fitzhugh Brundage
Interim Chair

Miles Fletcher
Associate Chair & Director of
Undergraduate Studies

Melissa Meriam Bullard
Director of Graduate Studies

Department of History
CB 3195
Hamilton Hall

UNC-Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3195

= Gifts to the History Department

The History department is a lively center for historical education
and research. Although we are deeply committed to our mission
as a public institution, our “margin of excellence” depends on
generous private donations. At the present time, the department is
particularly eager to improve the funding and fellowships for
graduate students.

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the
department through the Arts and Sciences Foundation. Note in
the “memo” section of your check that your donation is intended
for the History Department. Your donations are used to send
graduate students to professional conferences, support innovative
student research, bring visiting speakers to campus, and enhance
the department’s intellectual community. For more information
about the giving opportunities in the History department, contact
the Arts and Sciences Foundation at (919) 962-0108.

Send donations to:

UNC — Arts & Sciences Foundation
CB 6115

134 East Franklin Street

Chapel Hill, NC 27514-6115
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Editor’s Note: The editor of the “Newsletter” invites alumni
to send obituary notices and expresses his gratitude to those

who have sent such notices in the past. I hope that you will
continue to do so in the future. Thanks again for your help

The Department of History at the University of
L1 North Carolina has launched an occasional
electronic newsletter to keep readers better
informed about exciting news from our students and
faculty. To subscribe, please email:

historynews@unc.edu

@_

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS:

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or have changed your
address please contact LaTissa Davis at davila@email.unc.edu or by
telephone at 919-962-9825.

THE NEWSLETTER

Department of History

CB 3195, Hamilton Hall

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-3195

An electronic version of this newsletter is available in a link
from the UNC History Department website:
http://www.unc.edu/depts/history/

Lloyd Kramer, Chairman

William Barney, Editor
(wbarney@email.unc.edu)

With the editorial assistance of LaTissa Davis
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