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IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
Richard A. Soloway 

(1934-2009) 
 

 Professor Richard A. Soloway died on May 11, 2009 in Chapel Hill after a five month struggle 
with a metastatic melanoma. His UNC career extended over four decades, and his energetic 
leadership of the History Department and the College of Arts and Sciences continues to affect the 
students, faculty, and alumni who worked with him on a wide range of imaginative academic 
initiatives and programs. 
 Dick came to Chapel Hill as an associate professor in 1968 after completing his undergraduate 
studies at the University of Iowa and a Ph.D. in modern British history at the University of 
Wisconsin.  Before he settled into his long career here, Dick had served in the U.S. Air Force, and he 
had also taught history for several years at the University of Michigan.   So he brought a lot of 

previous experience to the Carolina History Department, and it was not surprising that he soon became one of the leaders of a new 
generation of historians that set out to transform the hiring of faculty, the teaching of undergraduate courses, and the professional 
training of graduate students.  Dick promoted innovative social and cultural approaches to the study of past societies, and he wanted 
the UNC history department to play a leading role in the new historical scholarship that was emerging in the 1960s and 1970s.  He 
would therefore encourage his UNC colleagues to push on toward new subjects and methods for historical analysis; and he would 
insist on the highest possible standards for careful research, writing, and teaching. 
 Dick’s own important publications exemplified the innovations that were transforming historical scholarship.  He published three 
major books on the history of modern British social thought and on the debates about birth control and population growth in British 
society.  One of these books, Birth Control and the Population Question in England, 1877-1930 (UNC Press, 1982), was awarded the 
John Ben Snow Foundation Prize from the North American Conference on British Studies for the best book in history and the social 
sciences published between 1980 and 1982.  Dick later published another important book on related themes (Demography and 
Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain [UNC Press, 1990]), and he wrote numerous 
articles and book reviews.  He also received highly competitive research awards from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
National Humanities Center, and the American Council of Learned Societies.  When Dick urged his colleagues to strive for the highest 
levels of historical scholarship, he was only asking others to reach toward standards that he also set for himself. 
 He was named the Eugen Merzbacher Distinguished Professor of History in 1994—an honor that recognized both his important 
scholarship and his excellent teaching of popular courses on modern British and European history.  But Dick’s service to UNC’s 
College of Arts and Sciences always extended far beyond the History Department.  He was Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee 
for the Honors Program and also Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee of the Program in the Humanities and Human Values.  He 
strongly supported both of these programs because they embodied the high standards that he always promoted and because they 
carried humanistic ideas and knowledge to new generations of UNC students or to people outside the University.  Meanwhile, Dick 
also embarked on a distinguished administrative career within the College. 
 He provided outstanding leadership as chair of the History Department from 1991 to 1997.  Working energetically to build and 
strengthen the Department, he took a “can-do” approach to the ideas and initiatives that his colleagues wanted to propose.  He also 
raised new funds for graduate education and reached out to prospective donors.    Dick loved to explore new opportunities and, as he 
would explain with a happy twinkle in his eyes, he loved to “make things happen.” 
 He carried these traits to the Dean’s office when he became the first Senior Associate Dean for the Social Sciences.  Dick would 
hold this position until 2003, working with passion and obvious pleasure to develop the faculty and academic programs in many of 
UNC’s best departments.  He liked to launch new plans, including ambitious initiatives to make UNC a more global university that 
could link students to a world that extended far beyond North Carolina. 
 Dick’s service to the College culminated in 2003-04, when he served as interim dean and skillfully managed the transitions that 
followed the departure of a previous dean.  He eventually returned to the History Department in 2004 and rediscovered the pleasures 
of teaching British history.  He “connected” with his students, including an exchange student from the National University of 
Singapore, Jackie Yoong, who had taken one of Dick’s last classes at UNC.  She wrote about his teaching in an e-mail message after 
his death and noted that “he was a wonderful, very hands-on professor who showed a lot of concern and interest in Singaporean and 
exchange students.”   This tribute from a student in Singapore brings together so much of Dick’s life at UNC—the interest in students, 
the international outreach, and the “hands-on” approach to everything he did.  And it shows how his influence reached from Chapel 
Hill to people and places that are literally on the other side of the globe. 
 Dick’s commitment to the University and his knowledge of higher education were thus extremely valuable to the History 
Department; and his colleagues will miss his wise perspectives on academic life.  He is survived by his wife, Leslie Banner, and his 
son Colin Soloway; and he is remembered with lasting appreciation by his many colleagues and friends who learned from him and 
enjoyed his thoughtful, energetic approach to all that he did in Chapel Hill and the wider world. 
 
Lloyd Kramer 

 
 



42  

 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL WEBSITE 
 
The History Department website may be visited at http://www.unc.edu/depts/history/.  The site features information about graduate 
and undergraduate programs, faculty research and teaching, email addresses, and links to course pages.  This site also includes faculty 
publications.  We invite you to browse our website regularly for additional departmental news. 
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CAROLINA ALUMNI FUND – HISTORY AND OTHER DESIGNATED 
CONTRIBUTORS 

(MAY 1, 2008-APRIL 30, 2009) 
 

Michael J. and Shelley K. Abel                                                              
Mary Jane Aldrich-Moodie                                                    
Michael V. C. Alexander                                                       
Martha Key Altvater                                                         
William Russell Andrews                                                     
Donald Ray Anthony, Jr.                                                       
Patricia Ann Atkinson                                                       
Forrest Maynard Austell                                                     
Charles Thomas Barlow                                                       
Gwendolyn J. Barlow 
Sara M. and George F. Bason, Jr.                                                            
Charles H. Battle, Jr.                                                         
John Mark Beam III                                                          
Leanne Barnett Bean                                                         
Grace Harrington Beard                                                      
Gary Lee Bebber                                                             
Margharetta Eldridge Beitzell                                               
John Durland Benjamin                                                       
Suzanne Micaud Best                                                         
Christopher J. and Susan W. 

Bittmann                                             
Robert Eugene Bittner, Jr.                                                    
Janet Lee Blair                                                             
Steven Karl Blomstedt                                                       
Richard James Bordogna                                                      
Jennifer J. Borri                                                           
John Harrison Bowers                                                        
Andrew Richard Boyd                                                         
Rosanne Hollis Brandt                                                       
Anne S. and Walter V. Bridgeman                                                         
Marie Mahoney Bristol-Power                                                 
Nora Marie Brooks                                                           
Christina W. and Matthew L. 

Brookshire                
Blaine Allison Brownell                                                     
Michael Rolland Burk                                                        
Denise Burke                                                                
Robert Nicholas Buschmann                                                   
Amy F. and John G. Bynum                                                             
Susannah Smoot Campbell                                                     
Stanley Dean Carpenter                                                      
Ronald Drake Cassell                                                        
J. Ben Chilton                                                               
Stanley Chojnacki                                                           
Ross Anthony Cidlowski                                                      
J. Ransom Clark                                                              
Linda Loeb Clark                                                            
Wayne Addison Clark                                                         
T. Barrier Clendenin, Jr.                                                      
David Wilson Coleman                                                        
Marion Parrot Comer                                                         
Ronald Charles Condrey                                                      
Alfred E. and Jan M. Cornebise 

Margaret Chamblin Craig                                                     
Michele Rogers Crisp                                                        
Jeanne Brown Cross                                                          
Margaret B. and Stephen J. Culp 
Daniel J. and Ellen Z. Curtin                                                          
Thomas Webster Davis                                                        
Bruce Joel DeHart                                                           
James A. Denino                                                              
Thomas William Devine                                                       
Carol June DeVita                                                           
Vincent Jerome DiCello                                                      
Alonzo Thomas Dill III                                                      
Patricia Ann Dillon                                                         
Susan L. Peecher and 
 William B. Dolbee 
Christopher Paul Duerden                                                    
Harry Joseph Dolton, Jr.                                                      
Hoyle Timothy Efird II                                                      
James Perry Elder, Jr.                                                        
John and Mary W. English                                                                
Nancy Dawson Erickson                                                       
Jane Bush Fagg                                                              
Cydne Wright Farris                                                         
Ray Simpson Farris, Jr.                                                       
Lisa Davis Felts                                                            
Fe Maria DeVarona Finch                                                     
Stephanie Bond Fluhrer                                                      
Cecilia S. and Nelson M. Ford                                                         
Gaines Milligan Foster                                                      
A. Marcus Fountain II                                                        
Matthew Foushee                                                             
Susan Foushee                                                               
Barbara J. and James R. Freeman 
John Eugene French                                                          
Frances R. and Charles F. Furr, Jr. 
Leroy and Nancy Gainter                                                               
James Russell Lowell Gallagher                                              
Katherine Leigh Garland                                                     
Donald  Gilman, Jr.                                                           
Paul Giragos 
Gladys Krieble Delmas 

Foundation                                                                
John Francis Gleason, Jr.                                                     
Victor James Gordon                                                         
Brenda H. and Erwin P. 

Grieshaber  
Michael Grossman                                                            
Joseph William Hall III                                                     
Marcus Vernon Hallum                                                        
D. Alan Harris                                                               
Katrina and Tom Harrison                                                            
John Louis Hatcher                                                          
Carol W. and Eugene A. Hatfield 

Fredrick Adams Hawkins                                                      
John Miles Headley                                                          
Byrd S. and J. Leon Helguera                                                         
Betsy Jones Hemenway                                                        
Bonny H. and Robert M. 

Herrington 
Charles and Jane T. Hessler                                                             
Katherine Jenner Higginbotham                                               
Wiley Gilford Hill, Jr.                                                       
Yancey Coleman Hines, Jr.                                                     
Dexter Cummings Hobbs                                                      
Alexander Weld Hodges                                                       
James Marshall Holland                                                      
Ruth E. Homrighaus and  
 David J. Voelker 
John Louis Hondros                                                          
Devin James Howard                                                          
John Crawford Hoyle                                                         
Charles Edward Hubbard                                                      
Hugh Dorsey Hudson, Jr.                                                       
Samuel Lewis Hudson                                                         
Carolyn Barbara Huff 
Carl Haller Huffman                                                         
Stephen Mitchell Hughes                                                     
Daniel Elliott Huger                                                        
Brian Craig Hunter                                                          
Marilyn B. and John A. 

Hutcheson, Jr.                                                    
Andrew Barnett Jackson                                                      
Thomas Paul Jasny                                                           
Ernest H. Jernigan                                                           
Ellen Kennedy Johnson                                                       
Nancy R. and Norman M. 

Johnson 
H Gray Jolly II                                                             
Edward Brodus Jones                                                         
Joseph Christopher Jordan                                                   
Kyle L. Jordan                                                               
Hannah Ruth Joyner                                                          
Jennifer Delores Joyner                                                     
Catherine R. Kane                                                            
Jules Alexander Karlin                                                      
Nosco Hobart Kellam, Jr.                                                      
Jane Ann Kenan                                                              
Anna Jane Kendrick                                                          
Nancy Zaytoun Kenna                                                         
William Benjamin Kennedy                                                    
Laura Hardman Kiley                                                         
Philip Clyde Kimball                                                        
Margaret Holt Knight                                                        
T Frederick Koester III                                                     
Michael Jacob Kramer                                                        
Kulynych Family Foundation II Inc 
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Timothy Jason Kurr                                                          
Kenneth Karl Kuske                                                          
Edythe R. and Robert S. Lambert                                            
Ernest McPherson Lander, Jr.                                                  
Florence Bush Lane                                                          
Emily Lee Lassiter                                                          
John Carroll Lassiter                                                       
Mary Elizabeth Laur                                                         
Catherine Grollman Lauritsen                                                
Timothy Joseph Lehman                                                       
Ralph Brooks Levering                                                       
Richard Gordon Lewis                                                        
Patricia Yvonne Lloyd                                                       
Timothy Patrick Logan                                                       
William Paine Logan                                                         
Jane Broadwater Long                                                        
Carl Reavis Lounsbury                                                      
Richard Byron Lupton                                                        
Timothy Brian Mach                                                          
William Jerry MacLean                                                       
Nathaniel Fuqua Magruder                                                    
Nancy Whitman Manire                                                        
Caroline Page Martin                                                        
Jeanne E. and James E. Martin III 
Judith Renaud Martin                                                        
Robert Francis Martin                                                       
J. Stanley Mattson                                                           
Hiram Johnson Mayo, Jr.                                                       
Christina C. and John P. 

McAdams                                                  
John Douglas McDaniel 
McFarland & Company Inc                                                      
Kathryn Anyce Mckee                                                         
C. E. M. Meador                                                                
George Edward Melton                                                        
Miles Michael Merwin                                                        
Anthony Barry Miller                                                        
Arthur Madden Miller                                                        
Daniel Robert Miller                                                        
Edward Russell Morawetz, Jr.                                                  
David Taft Morgan, Jr.                                                        
Duncan  Morton III                                                          
Scott Bryan Morton                                                          
Allen Stockton Moseley                                                      
John Foy Moss                                                               
Roger Harrison Mudd                                                         
Gordon Herbert Mueller                                                      
Daniel and Elizabeth Mullen                                                               
James Knud Mullins                                                          
C Bradley Munday                                                            
George Emerson Munro                                                        
Kenneth Warde Murdock, Jr.                                                    
Quintin Rodney Murray 
National Christian Foundation                                                       
Kevin J. and Kimberly C. Nolte 
Thomas R. Oglesby                                                            
Jane Sandridge Oldham                                                       
 

James Richard Page                                                          
Alexander Papoff                                                            
Elmer Ralph Patsel, Jr.                                                       
Douglas Carl Peifer                                                         
Neil Charles Pennywitt                                                      
David Anthony Pfaff                                                         
Katharine Allan Pfeiffer                                                    
Paul Pinckney                                  
Kathleen Spudis Poole                                             
Elizabeth M. and  

Rogerio T. Prata  
Norma Newell Price         
Paula Ann Pritchard                                                         
Caroline Farris Quinn 
Doris G. Quinn Foundation 
Donald J. Raleigh                                                            
Elissa Kaye Randall                                                         
Katharine Murphy Rawling                                                    
Timothy Howard Reid                                                         
George Raleigh Revelle 
Andrew Keller Revels                                                        
Jeffrey Doyle Richardson                                                    
Merle U. Richey                                                              
William McMurry Richey                                                      
John Addison Ricks III                                                      
Shelley Lanette Riegel                                                      
Robert Patrick Riordan                                                      
Jennifer Lynn Ritterhouse                                                   
C. Kent Roberts                                                              
Andrea S. and David M. Rubin 
Joshua Ben Rubin                                                            
Ann Humphrey Sanders                                                        
Janet Leigh Sarbaugh                                                        
Jacquelyn Harmon Saylor                                                     
Scott Marshall Schiefelbein                                                 
James Beale Schlosser                                                       
Phillip Knight Scott                                                        
Tonya King Schroeder                                                        
Stan C. Schuck 
Schwab Fund for  
 Charitable Giving                          
Janet Elaine Seabock 
George T. and Ofelia P. Sherrill                                                      
John Eric Shutt                                                             
Bruce T. and Kristal M. Simel 
Geitner Gilbert Simmons                                                     
Allen Johnson Simpson                                                       
Norma Sims                                                                  
Jerry Lockhart Slaunwhite                                                   
Adam Jay Smith                                                              
Everette James Smith, Jr.                                                     
Jerri Sheryl Smith                                                          
John B. and Katherine Smith 
Louis Roycraft Smith, Jr.                                                     
Megan Thore Smith                                                           
W. Calvin Smith                                                              
William Wayne Spurrier                                                      

Errol Henry Stambler                                                        
Tony and Lynnette R. Steele 
Steven Blomstedt, Inc.                                                             
Janice K. and Thomas E. Story III 
Jeffrey Lial Strickland                                                     
Tony Roy Strickland                                                         
Anne Elizabeth Swaim                                                        
Jonathan Hart Talcott                                                       
Anne Norman Tayloe                                                          
Lawrence Arthur Taylor, Jr.                                                   
Rory Margaret Taylor                                                        
Jerry Bruce Thomas                                                          
Kermit Adrian Thompson III                                                  
Larry McCoy Thompson                                                        
William Young Thompson                                                      
Thomas Keith Thomson                                                        
Colin Haigh-McCoy Tindall                                                   
Patrick Gerard Tobin                                                        
Kathy and Stuart K. Todd 
Triangle Community 

Foundation                                                       
Terry Charles Triplett                                                      
Misti Jones Turbeville                                                      
Frank LeRoy Turner, Jr.                                                       
Kimberly Anne Tweedy                                                        
Wayne Conrad Tyner                                                          
Louise Fox Usechak                                                          
Elizabeth Anne Vance                                                        
Derek Paul Vanderpool                                                       
Mary Katherine Varner                                                       
Margarita Regina Vergara                                                    
Charles Marion Vincent                                                      
J. Vann and Jennifer C. Vogel                                                                
William Charles Waldman                                                     
Thomas Cecil Walker                                                         
John Parrott Walters III                                                    
Gerald Maynard Watkins III                                                  
Maree L. Watkins                                                             
Robin Heatwole Watkins                                                      
Sharon B. and  Thomas H. 

Watkins       
Gerhard L. and Jannet I. 

Weinberg 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.                 
Elizabeth Lemkau Wheeler                                                    
Joy Pattison Wheeler 
Thomas Skinner White III                      
Margaret Reese Whitford                                                     
John Weston Whittemore                                                      
Catherine Williams                                                          
Donald T. Wilson                                                             
Rebecca Lee Elliott Wood                                                    
Tom Woodbury                                                                
Robert Howard Wooley                                                        
Geoffrey William Wright                                                     
David Irwin Wynne, Sr.                                                        
David Keith Yelton                                                          
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UNC – Arts & Sciences Foundation 
CB  6115 

134 East Franklin Street 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514-6115 

 
 
Date: _________________________ 
 
 
Enclosed is my tax deductible gift of $__________________ payable to The University of North Carolina. 
 
 
Please allocate my gift to The History Department.       
 
 
Name: ______________________________   Class Year: ___________________________________ 
 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City: _____________________________    State: __________    Zip Code: ______________________ 
 
 
Telephone: __________________________    Email: ________________________________________ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

UNC-Chapel Hill 
 
 

Department of History 
 
 
 
Lloyd Kramer 
Chair 
 
W. Fitzhugh Brundage 
Interim Chair 
 
Miles Fletcher 
Associate Chair & Director of 
Undergraduate Studies 
 
Melissa Meriam Bullard 
Director of Graduate Studies 
 
 
 
Department of History 
CB  3195 
Hamilton Hall 
UNC-Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3195 
 

               Gifts to the History Department 
 
The History department is a lively center for historical education 
and research.  Although we are deeply committed to our mission 
as a public institution, our “margin of excellence” depends on 
generous private donations.  At the present time, the department is 
particularly eager to improve the funding and fellowships for 
graduate students. 

 
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the 
department through the Arts and Sciences Foundation.  Note in 
the “memo” section of your check that your donation is intended 
for the History Department.  Your donations are used to send 
graduate students to professional conferences, support innovative 
student research, bring visiting speakers to campus, and enhance 
the department’s intellectual community.  For more information 
about the giving opportunities in the History department, contact 
the Arts and Sciences Foundation at (919) 962-0108. 
 
Send donations to: 
UNC – Arts & Sciences Foundation 
CB  6115 
134 East Franklin Street 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514-6115 
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Editor’s Note:  The editor of the “Newsletter” invites  alumni 
to send obituary notices and expresses his gratitude to those 
who have sent such notices in the past.  I hope that you will 
continue to do so in the future.  Thanks again for your help 

 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The Department of History at the University of 

North Carolina has launched an occasional 
electronic newsletter to keep readers better 
informed about exciting news from our students and 
faculty.  To subscribe, please email: 
 

historynews@unc.edu 
 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTIONS: 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or have changed your 
address please contact LaTissa Davis at davila@email.unc.edu or by 
telephone at 919-962-9825. 
 

 
THE NEWSLETTER 
 
Department of History 
CB 3195, Hamilton Hall 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-3195 
 
An electronic version of this newsletter is available in a link 
from the UNC History Department website: 
http://www.unc.edu/depts/history/ 
 
Lloyd Kramer, Chairman 
William Barney, Editor  

(wbarney@email.unc.edu) 
With the editorial assistance of LaTissa Davis 
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University of North Carolina 
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